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THE PASTOR’S PEACE
Once again, the consistory has met to discuss how we should
proceed with worship, given the current state of Covid-19. Information
about that is below. Before we get into that, however, I would like to
thank the consistory members for their work in listening to church
members, discussing the issues, and ultimately making decisions. The
pandemic, without a doubt, has been the most difficult challenge that
Beaver church has had to deal with in the time I have been a minister
here, and likely a good time before that as well. Unfortunately, especially in these times, there are no easy straightforward answers. Although we have made great progress with the vaccine, and numbers
are significantly down, there are still dangers, especially for the unvaccinated, and the virus has not gone away. Clearly there needs to be a
balance of returning to normal, but also being cautious and safe, and
that is a challenging balance to navigate.
The consistory has been given the task of navigating that balance, and
representing a diversity of church members that have their own views.
Some in the church feel that we are already doing too much, and some
feel that we should be doing more of the things that we used to. It is
surely a great thing when a decision can be made that everyone is
happy with, but unfortunately no such decision exists for the current
situation. No matter what the consistory decides, some in the church
will feel it is the wrong decision. With that in mind, I ask for patience
with the consistory, as they have been given this incredibly hard task.
Rest assured that many members of the consistory are reading about
and trying to stay up to date with all of the news and statistics regarding the virus. The consistory regularly checks the rates of infection in
each county and the state as a whole. Two major considerations that
factor into the current decisions being made by the consistory are
(one) that the case numbers are down significantly to around 2-4 cases
a day in Greene County, and (two )that in speaking to people, we estimate that over 90% of those attending the in-person service over the
age of 12, have been fully vaccinated. These are very positive things,
but the consistory has also been keeping in mind the large number of
unvaccinated people in the state, the fact that the virus is still out there
and the emergence of variants, such as the Delta variant. With all of
these things in mind the consistory is ultimately trying to move the
worship experience back to normal, but at a slow and cautious pace.
Following that philosophy, each month the consistory has been revaluating worship guidelines. For June, the consistory made some changes
including no longer requiring masks for fully vaccinated people, adding a small amount of singing, and adding an outdoor fellowship time
of coffee and doughnuts. For July, the consistory has decided to continue with some caution and leave things mostly the same.

Continued on page 5
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Prayer List
Military:
Pray for our military and their
family and friends.
 Military families that are left

behind
 Our many veterans
 Adam, Gail and Stuart Wells’ grandson, stationed in Minot ND.
 Alex Deal, U.S. Navy
 Dan, son-in-law of Brett & Kendal
Landrum
 Cody
 Matt, 6 months in Afghanistan
 Tom Wells, National Guard, southern
border of U.S.—medical leave

CARD MINISTRY

To the family of Amelia Kulander, Byron Kulander’s sister, d. 5/31.
To the family of Arlene, Nelsons’ friend.
To the family of Alan (age 97), Barb Penrod’s cousin.
To the family of Bill Smith
To the family of Rev. Lawrence J. Rezash, d.
6/30
To the family of Tim Rauls, Tom’s brother

Would you like to be included in the email
prayer chain? Please let Jeannette know your
email address so I can send you the prayer
requests. Thanks for sharing your prayer time
with those who need you. jpapajcik@aol.com .

Let Shirley Nelson know about those with
physical or emotional needs who would
appreciate a card. A card will be placed on
the table at the front of the sanctuary for
all to sign.
“Your signatures are
priceless.”

Prayer List
Please review the Prayer List on page 3
and tell Bob or Ruth if there are names to
remove.
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Prayer List
Amelia O’Dowd, Pastor Brian’s wife
Abigail Mundey, surgery recovery
Alicia, surgery—Barb P.
Amy, leg amputation; Lupus—Jeri
Anna, rehab—nursing home—Sheila
Anna, cancer—Sheila
Austin Puckett
Barb, brain cyst—Nelson
Billy Joe, skin cancer—Barb’s cousin
Bob and Barb Penrod
Brittany’s uncle, heart surgery
Brenda in NJ, chemo—BeBe
B.W. health concerns—Alan
Carol Acree, bone cancer surgery—Alice
Chris, heart attack—Brian B.
Colleen, surgery, better
Cory, better—Nelson
Dana, cancer—Alice
Dave, bladder cancer
Dave, stroke—Susan
Debbie & Lee, heart—Wells
Debbie, cancer—Nelson
DeeDee, spinal surgery & recovery—Barb H.
Destin, migraines
Don P., health procedure
Elmer Smith, doing well
Gail Wells, hip recovery, pressure sore
George and Betsy—Blinda
Hunter, heart—Barb H.
Emma, age 10—auto accident—-Hurwitz
Jeff, brain tumor growing—Tom R.
Jesse, blood clots
Jill, breast cancer surgery—Tom R.
Jim, hospital, rehab; dialysis—Pat F.
Jim Coke, hospital—Alan
John Atchison, broken hip—Karen
Jon, heart cath?—Wells
Joy, breast cancer—Shirley
Julia, cancer—Nelsons
Ken, advanced cancer—Linda R.
Kristen, Dylan & children—auto accident
Linda, Hospice—Shirley’s cousin
Marie, age 93, fell, injured spine—Stuart
Marcia, cancer treatment—Janice
Margaret Sweeney, stroke—Karen B’s cousin
Mark, Lindsey L.’s uncle—brain tumor
Mark Rauls, heart
Marla, cancer—radiation—Tom R.
Mary Catherine, surgery—Amelia
Miranda, age 8—Nelsons
Pam—BeBe

Paul, blood clots
Pastor Brian—osteo-arthritis, hips
Patti Adams, esophageal tumor—
Carol L
Patty Adams, Hospice
Patty Harshman—Alan
Patty Wieland, recovery at home
Paula, kidney trouble—Nelson
Phil—Alice
Phyllis—Pat
Rae, cancer treatment—Carol L.
Randy—brain tumor
Rev. Lynn—cancer —Wells
Rob, aortic aneurism
Robin, stem cell
Ruth Osborn—Friends Care Center
Sally Landrum, dementia
Sandra, work challenges
Sandy, spinal surgery—Jeri H.
Sandy—hospice—Linda R.
Scott & Karen Griswold
Sharon, neck issues—Alan Nelson
Sharon, mastectomy—Bargers
Sherry & Dale—BeBe
Sophomore boy at B-creek—cancer
Steve—ALS—Bob Willhelm’s friend
Stephanie, COPD
Steve—Shirley’s brother
Susan Saddler, heart surgery recovery at home
Ted Dolkowski—rehab, improvements
Tim Pfaff—needs heart transplant
Tim, surgery—Janice
Tina, lungs—Shirley
Tom, vertigo—Wells’ grandson
Tony, heart—Baumbargers’ b-in-law
Yvonne and Jane—Linda’s friends
Vicky—BeBe
Wendy, COPD—Shirley’s cousin
Weston, 5-month-old—bone marrow
cancer; better, back home—Susan

The names on the prayer list will remain for two or three months or until
the crisis has passed. Then they’ll be
removed to make room for others’
needs. Please let Jeannette know if the
person still needs prayer.
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Church Service List
Communion July 4

July 11

Ezekiel 2:1-5
Mark 6:1-13

Scripture

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12-19
Mark 6:14-29

Scripture
Usher/Greeter

Usher/Greeter

Lay Reader
Lay Reader
Altar Flowers

Linda Racz, to wish a Happy Birthday to America

Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Young Learners
Sarah Hogan

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls

Altar Flowers

Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Jean Harshman, in memory of her
daughter, Connie

Young Learners
Sarah Hogan

2 Samuel 7:1-14
Ephesians 2:11-22

Psalm 14
John 6:1-21

Scripture
Usher/Greeter

Usher/Greeter

Lay Reader
Lay Reader
Altar Flowers
Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls

July 25

July 18

Scripture

Mindy Severtson

Melissa Baumbarger

Carolyn Conner
Ed & Jenny Rauch in celebration
of their 56th anniversary.
Young Learners
Sarah Hogan

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls

Gail Wells

Altar Flowers

Byron & Anne Kulander, in memory
of Byron’s sister, Amelia Kulander,
who passed away on Memorial Day.

Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Young Learners:
Sarah Hogan

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls

$$Stewardship Record
August 1
Scripture

2 Samuel 11:26-12:13
John 6:24-35

Usher/Greeter
Lay Reader

BeBe

Date

Offering

Attendance

June 6
June 13
June 20
June 27

$875
$1932
$1705
$2852

42+FB
41+FB
42+FB
40+FB

July 4

$1405

56+FB

Altar Flowers
Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Young Learners
Sarah Hogan

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls

(total) Strengthen the Church $405.00
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Church News and Events
(Pastor’s Peace Continued)
We will be adding a scripture reader again, and if there is bad weather, especially as it has gotten
hotter, we will have our coffee and doughnuts inside, but only when the weather is bad. Other than
that, the service will stay the same. We will not be increasing singing beyond what we are currently
doing. We will still be encouraging social distancing, although we understand that people who are
fully vaccinated are spending more time with others, and per CDC guideline are not required to social distance; thus, they might be less inclined to practice this as much as they used to. I am grateful
to the consistory for their work on this, grateful to the church and its members for their resilience
during this time, and grateful to God for helping to see us through this difficulty. I pray that things
continue to improve and that all of us can soon be in a much safer place.

Peace and Blessings,
Pastor Brian
Sunday School in July
We will be continuing to have Sunday school in July for all children who would have normally attended the nursery or our two older Sunday School classes. The class will continue to be one group
that will be led by two teachers. We will be holding the class either outside, weather permitting, or
in the fellowship hall. Some have asked why we are not using the Sunday School classrooms, and it is
because the children are mostly unvaccinated due to their age, and thus we trying to use the space
with the most ventilation possible. Unfortunately, the Sunday School classrooms are not ideal for
that. Lessons, supplies, and toys are being brought outside or downstairs as needed for the class. If a
parent or anyone else has any questions about this, please feel free to contact Pastor Brian. The
Pastor, Consistory and Sunday School staff will be evaluating things as we move into August and September to see if we will change the current setup.

Sanctuary Rededication Sunday: August 1st
Please join us on Sunday August 1st as we will have a special portion of our 10:30am service for
rededicating the updated sanctuary space. We will join in a special prayer for our ministry and use
of the space for Christ’s mission, present a plaque commemorating the project, and thank all who
made this project possible.

Church Basement Sale: August 19th-21st
Barring unforeseen circumstances, such as a spike in Covid-19 infections, the church is planning to
have their annual basement sale on Thursday August 19th through Saturday August 21st. We will
have a setup for the event on Sunday August 15th and tear down on Sunday August 22nd. Feel free
to bring items for the basement sale to the church anytime between now and August 15th. We ask
that things brought to the church be placed in closed boxes as much as possible to make stacking
and storage easier. For the event itself we will also be asking that those that volunteer be fully vaccinated to help ensure safety.
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Church News and Events
Wednesday Zoom Fellowship Changing
As things have started to get back to normal, we have had less participation in our weekly Zoom fellowship meetings. The group that met last time decided that we would change to meeting once a
month on the first Wednesday of the month. So there will be a meeting on July 7th at 7:00pm, but the
next Zoom fellowship meeting after that will not be until Wednesday August 4th at 7pm.

United Church Homes Golf Outing - July 30th
You are invited to participate in the United Church Homes golf tournament on July 30th. This is a
fundraiser for the organization that runs several of our UCC nursing homes including Trinity here in
Beavercreek. The tournament will be at Beavercreek Golf Club and start at 8:00 am on Friday July
30th with breakfast. The cost per player is $100 and includes breakfast, 18 holes, and lunch. The registration deadline for the tournament is August 30th. You can register online at https://
www.unitedchurchhomes.org/trinity-at-beavercreek/ where there is a link at the top of the page.
You can also email advancement@uchinc.org and register that way. We already have 3 people from
the church participating, and will be looking for at least one more to form a team. If you register,
please let Pastor Brian know so he can let the event organizers know who is from the church and
thus should be put together on a team.

Pastor Brian on Vacation
Pastor Brian will be out of the office July 19th through July 26th. In case of emergency please call Rev.
Gail Wells at (513) 460-8567.

WHEN BEAVER CHURCH WAS A CHARGE

“The charge divided the labors of the pastor as follows: He preached every Sunday at Beaver
Church and alternated between Mt. Zion and Hawker for the second service of each Lord’s
Day. For six months of the year he would preach at Beaver in the morning, and at one of the
churches in the afternoon. Then the order was reversed for the other six months, and he
would preach at Mt. Zion or Hawker in the morning and at Beaver in the afternoon. The support of the minister was proportioned to the three churches as equitably as could be done.
Hawker being the weakest of the three was asked to pay $150 toward the $700 received by
the minister. This was considered a fair salary for that day, for the prices had dropped to the
lowest level since the Civil War. Many farms were changing hands. Some of the most productive farms sold for fifty dollars an acre, and even less. Hawker church at one time, we were
told, was the strongest of the three churches, but the removal of many of the early settlers
by death and, otherwise, with the growth of Dayton attracting people to the city churches,
had cut down the membership until it barely reached fifty people.”
(Hawker Church left the charge c1900. The Beaver/Mt. Zion charge was dissolved in 1951.)

BEAVER CHURCH Chatter 6

Church News and Events
Tom Rauls riding in Pan-Ohio-Hope Ride
After a one-year hiatus thanks to Covid, I will be riding in my 7th Pan-Ohio-Hope
Ride, 22-25 July. This year’s event will be 4 days of riding out of our state capital of
Columbus to raise much needed funds for Ohio’s two Hope Lodges. These facilities
host families of cancer fighters in both Cincinnati and Cleveland. This year, funds
raised will be going primarily to renovations at the Cleveland Hope Lodge.
https://www.cancer.org/treatment/support-programs-and-services/patientlodging/hope-lodge/cleveland/about-our-facility.html
We support The American Cancer Society’s hope for a world with less cancer and
more birthdays and hope you can support us. Please understand that 100% of your
donations support the ACS and Ohio's Hope Lodges as the riders pay their own registration and support fees. You can donate at my web page below, or just as importantly, support us with your thoughts and prayers during our 328 mile trek. We
ride with red ribbons on our jerseys in honor of those still fighting and white ribbons in memory of those who have lost their battle. I would be pleased to add any
names of those close to you to my jersey this year. Donations can be made through
the website below.
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/STR?fr_id=98929&pg=personal&px=35648066
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Church News and Events
A 1922 LETTER FROM REV. J. H. STEELE
BEAVER CHURCH PASTOR, 1886-1892
(continued from the June newsletter)
There were some amusing things that make me smile even yet. In pastoral calls through the
parish I was told of one home where the man did not have any particular liking for preachers,
but as some of the family were members of the church and the girls were good friends and
Sunday school People, I must go there too. I went; when I knocked at the door, a terrible bellowing began and when the door was opened, out bounced half a dozen or more big hunting
dogs. I introduced the conversation and appealed to the sympathy of the owner by saying, “I
guess these dogs don’t like preachers.” But I was assured the dogs would not hurt me. I was
very kindly treated and invited to stay for supper. As evidence of real kindness on the part of
the family was that year after year when these dogs and their master went into the northern
woods, they brought the preacher a nice bit of venison.
I think of another thing—one very snowy day that was to be donation day for the preacher, but
the weather was too bad and the people backed out, but along about noon, not to be defeated
in the purpose entirely, one braved the snow and weather. He drove into the parsonage yard
in his sleigh and in the sleigh a carefully covered tall object. It was Mr. Clark bringing us one of
the good old-fashioned split-bottomed and back chairs. The ladies of the church had cushioned
and draped it with that peculiar kind of handiwork so popular at that day. They called it crazy
quilt. It rivaled the kaleidoscope in the brilliancy and variety of colors. Undaunted, Mr. Clark
proceeded to make the presentation speech. There was not one there besides the Steeles and
himself. The chair is still in the family possession. I could sympathize with Mr. Clark in that
speech. It must have been a good bit like a preacher preparing a sermon, arranging his arguments, preparing his climaxes, reaching his perorations, then going to the church, delivering
his sermon and scarcely anyone there.
It was necessary for the pastor to be away one Sunday and consequently arranged with Prof.
Gordon, a student in the Xenia Seminary, to supply the pulpit. It was a hot summer afternoon.
Mr. Horace Ankeney had taken Mr. Gordon to the church. During the service, the preacher
looked around, he found Mr. Ankeney asleep and another and another until most of them were
asleep. But one of our good friends sat on the seat close to the pulpit; he gave a close and continuous attention to the preacher. Prof. Gordon said when he saw the situation, all sleeping but
this one brother, he concluded he might as well turn and preach to this one, so he did, until the
end of the sermon. This good listener came up to him and said, “I am deaf. I did not hear a
word you said.” Preaching—all sleeping but one, and he deaf.
Many ministers have a great awakening at the close of the sermon.
I am glad to have had a part in the carrying on until the better day may come, and I shall be
glad to hear that the children and the grandchildren of that good old church family have so
loved the church of their fathers that they shall rally to her perpetuation.
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Sun

4 Independence Day
10:30 Worship
& Communion
11:30 Fellowship
A.A. Meets 8 pm

11:30 Fellowship

11 10:30 Worship

A.A. Meets 8 pm

11:30 Fellowship

18 10:30 Worship

A.A. Meets 8 pm

5

12

19

25 10:30 Worship 26
11:30 Fellowship

Mon

Vacation 7/19-7/26

A.A. Meets 8 pm

Tue

28

Wed
1

8

15

22

29

Thu

A.A. Meets
8:30 pm

A.A. Meets
8:30 pm

A.A. Meets
8:30 pm

A.A. Meets
8:30 pm

A.A. Meets
8:30 pm

2

Fri
3

10

17

9

16

24

31

23

30

Pastor Brian on Vacation 7/19—7/26/2021

21

14

7 pm Social
Hour on Zoom

7

July 2021
6

13

20

27

7 pm Consistory
Meeting

Sat

Beaver Church is wheelchair accessible with
elevators. We also have
sound devices for those
with hearing impairments. Please ask any
time.

CHILD CARE is available during worship services for ages infant to
kindergarten.

469-1383
469-

Pastor Brian Eastman

1960 Dayton Xenia
Rd.
Beavercreek, OH
45434
426-5602
426-

Beaver United
Church of
Christ
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