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THE PASTOR’S PEACE
I remember at the end of 2019 I said many times, “Well, thank God,
that year is over; 2020 has to be better.” It would make sense for me to
say that, being what happened locally in 2019. We had 21 tornadoes in
a day, a mass shooting, and a KKK rally in downtown Dayton, just to
name a few things. It was the most challenging year I had experienced
while living in Dayton. Of course, if I knew then what I know now, I
wouldn’t have said a thing. Who knew that 2020 would be so difficult? I
can tell you I certainly won’t be saying that 2021 has to be better than
2020.
That is the uncertainty of the future; however, we never know for sure
what will happen in our lives locally or around the world. This means,
of course, that there is always potential for hurt and heartache each
and every day we wake up. That said, there is also the potential for joy
and happiness. Despite the impact of the pandemic, I can say that there
have been good things and blessings in my life this year. There have
been blessings in the lives of others, I know as well. Uncertainty can
bring challenges, but it can also bring an end to difficulties. This is, of
course, where hope comes in. We hope in the end that the future brings
more good than bad, and that over time the world works towards a
brighter future.
Even though we do always experience a level of uncertainty, one thing
our faith teaches us is that there are constants we can hold onto. The
constants of God’s love and salvation through Christ remain no matter
what the future holds. This faith is something that helps me to hope,
and helps me through the most difficult times. I know that no matter
what, nothing can separate me from God’s love, and my faith informs
me that I will be together with those whom I love that are no longer
with me. No pandemic, no local tragedy, no setback in my life will
change this.
I do not know what 2021 will bring to our world; I won’t even hazard a
guess. What I do know is that we will be together as a faith community
with God. I know our care for one another won’t change, and I know
that doing the good work of Christ will help move us closer to God’s
Kingdom on earth, no matter the circumstances. So, to all of you reading this, I wish you the very best of everything in this new year, and
even though we don’t know if all we hope for will happen or not, know
that you do not hope alone, for we as the body of Christ, and God will
always be with you.
Peace, Blessings, and Happy New Year!
Pastor Brian
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Prayer List
Military:
Pray for our military and their
family and friends.
 Military families that are left

behind

To the family of Edward Hawkins, age 88, d.
12/19—father of Keith.
To the Stute family in Germany at the death
son, stationed in Minot ND.
of Eldegard Stute Metze.—BeBe
 Alex Deal, U.S. Navy, stationed in S.C.
To the Rauls family at the death of Marsha,
 Dan, son-in-law of Brett & Kendal
Lisa’s stepmother.
Landrum
To the Ignatiou family at the death of Con Cody
nie’s father.
 Jeff, home from Afghanistan
 Matt, 6 months in Afghanistan
 Tom, National Guard,
 Our many veterans
 Adam, Gail and Stuart Wells’ grand-

southern border of U.S.

CARD MINISTRY
Let Shirley Nelson know about those with
physical or emotional needs who would
appreciate a card. A card will be placed on
the table at the front of the sanctuary for
all to sign.
“Your signatures are
priceless.”

Would you like to be included in the email
prayer chain? Please let Jeannette know your
email address so I can send you the prayer
requests. Thanks for sharing your prayer time
with those who need you. jpapajcik@aol.com .

Prayer List
Please review the Prayer List on page 3
and tell Bob or Ruth if there are names to
remove.

Joys and Concerns
We will be continuing our joys and concerns during our 10:30am online service and our
9:00am drive-in service. To be included each week, please email your joys and concerns to
Pastor Brian at PastorBrian@Beaverucc.org before each Sunday. There is also the ability to
add joys and concerns during the services; however, emailing them in advance is
preferred.
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Prayer List
Amelia O’Dowd, Pastor Brian’s wife
Austin Puckett
Bella’s 3 brothers—Covid-19
Betty King, Covid-19—BeBe
Bill H., cancer
Billy Joe, skin cancer—Barb’s cousin
Blake and Addison, Covid —Nelson
Bob and Barb Penrod
Norma Jackson, Covid-19—hospital
Cabe, brain tumor, surgery, 20-yrs-old—Staci
Carisa Nelson, hip surgery—Wells
Carol Acree, bone cancer—Alice
Carol Olson, cancer
Carolyn, Covid-19, teaches 5th grade—Pat. F.
Dave, Al’s cousin—heart issues
Debbie & Lee, heart—Wells
Debbie Bush—Jean H.
Donna, Doug Rice’s mother—cancer surgery
Ellen—Jim & Jeri Hawker
Gary Koogler—Jeri H.
Gary, Margo and Lisa—Covid-19
Gina Y, health concerns
Greg, Covid-19, Linda R.
Harley, Kyle, Macey—Covid-19,—Nelsons
Hunter, heart—Barb H.
Jan, cancer—Susan S.
Jay Anders, Covid-19
Jeff—14-hour mouth surgery, recovery
Jeff, brain surgery recovery—Tom R.
Jen, heart attack—Staci
Jill, breast cancer and surgery—Tom R.
Karen, S.C., Covid-19—Karen B.
Kevin, heart—Shirley’s cousin
Jeff Martin—Parkinsons & Covid-19 —Martha
Jeff, rare cancer, 10-12 hr. surgery—Arlis
Larry, pneumonia, Covid-19—Brian
Laura, cancer—Jean H.
Laura’s parents, Covid-19
Lewis Paine, ICU—Karen B.
Linda & Rita, Covid-19
Louise, cancer—husband Roger
Marie & Charlie, Stuart’s sister & b-in-law
Mark, Lindsey L.’s uncle—brain tumor
Martha S.—lung cancer
Matt, Covid-19—BeBe
Meg, melanoma, infection—Gail’s friend
Mike, brain tumor—Janice’s friend
Mike, emergency bowel surgery—Rauls
Nicky, stage 4—Alan’s cousin
Pam Brown, cancer—Shirley

Pastor Brian—osteo-arthritis, hips
Phyllis, Covid-19 , Pat’s sister
Rae, cancer treatment—Carol L.
Randy—brain tumor
Rob, aortic aneurism
Ron, surgery—Alice
Rick Stover, Covid-19—Linda R.
Robin, stem cell
Rosa, Covid-19,—Karen B.
Rosalie, broken femur
Ruth Osborn—Friends
Sally, stroke—Bernie’s sister
Sally Landrum, dementia
Sandy—hospice—Linda R.
Sharon DiSalvo, kidney stones
Sherry & Dale—BeBe
Steve—ALS—Bob Willhelm’s friend
Stella and Jerry
Steve—Shirley’s brother
Susan—Covid-19—Hillary
Susan, heart—Nelsons
Tiffany, Covid-19, recovering—BeBe
Tim, rare R.A., tracheotomy
Tim, surgery—Janice
Tina, lungs—Shirley
Tom, double pneumonia—Wells
Tom Weaver, heart valve need
Tom—Nelsons’ brother-in-law
Tony, heart—Baumbargers’ b-in-law
Trinity Home—Covid-19 outbreak
Yvonne and Jane—Linda’s friends
Wendy, COPD—Shirley’s cousin
Weston, child, water on brain—Susan

The names on the prayer list will remain for two or three months or until
the crisis has passed. Then they’ll be
removed to make room for others’
needs. Please let Jeannette know if the
person still needs prayer.
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Church Service List
January 10
Genesis 1:1-5
Mark 1:4-11

Communion January 3
Scripture

Jeremiah 31:7-14
John 1:1-18

Scripture
Usher/Greeter

Usher/Greeter
Lay Reader
Lay Reader
Altar Flowers
Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Shirley Nelson, in memory of her
sister Pat’s birthday
Young Learners
Sarah Hogan

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls

Altar Flowers

Gail & Stuart Wells, in honor of their
70th anniversary

Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Young Learners
Sarah Hogan

January 24

January 17
Scripture

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
John 1:43-51

Lay Reader

Lay Reader

Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Mark 1:14-20

Scripture
Usher/Greeter

Usher/Greeter

Altar Flowers

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls

Roger & Susan Saddler, in celebration of their 60th anniversary, Jan.
13
Young Learners
Sarah Hogan

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls

Altar Flowers

Ted & Bertine Dolkowski in honor of
Ted’s 94th birthday

Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Young Learners:
Sarah Hogan

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls

$Stewardship Record
Date

Offering

Attendance

December 6

$2615

On-line

December 13

$1965

On-line

Usher/Greeter

December 20

$1555

On-line

Lay Reader

December 27

$2470

On-line

January 31
Scripture

Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Mark 1:21-28

Altar Flowers

Tom & Lisa Rauls, in celebration of
their anniversary, Jan. 4

Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Young Learners
Sarah Hogan

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls
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Church News and Events
A Thank You To Beaver United Church Of Christ
For most of us, 2020 has been a very unprecedented and unique year.
Above all, this year has given me a valuable opportunity to consider the things that mean
the most to me, and the aspects of life that matter the most, which cannot be taken away, cannot be
cancelled, postponed, or stolen by a pandemic.
One of the most meaningful things that I am grateful for this year is the lifelong sense of
community, faith, and compassion that are embodied at Beaver United Church of Christ. Having
grown up in the church, I cannot begin to express how grateful I am for all of the lessons, kindness,
love (and food) that have been offered to me here.
I want to take this opportunity to say thank you to this congregation. Thank you for each
hug, handshake, high five, and “Go Bucks” that you have extended to me over the years. Thank you
for standing by my peers and myself as we were introduced to our faith, confirmed in the church,
and as we moved forward into adulthood. Thank you for making coming to church every Sunday feel
like coming home.
Beaver United Church of Christ has been a part of my life for almost as long as I can remember. Beginning when my mom took the position of the church organist, and introduced me to the
church at eight years old, I have treasured every Sunday spent here, as well as getting to know all of
you.
I am twenty five years old now, and to this day, some of my fondest memories include singing children’s hymns upstairs before Sunday school, “Cooking up Christmas”, one of the many
Christmas pageants we participated in as kids, and of course, our weekly Children’s moment with
Jeannette. I remember being so excited to tell my friends at school each lesson that she shared with
us, and each toy or gadget that always helped remind us of God’s love.
As kids, the church taught us valuable lessons, not only were we learning scripture, but we were
also learning to sell hot dogs and popcorn at the yearly Popcorn Festival, volunteering at the church
garage sales, Valentine’s Day dinners, and Mother’s Day pancake breakfasts. Along the way, we also
managed to learn where the best hiding spots were after Sunday school, and during our many youth
events. Thank you, Pastor Brian, for your patience through our many youth events.
As we got older, we were able to volunteer teaching Sunday School and Vacation Bible School, and
passing down the same memorable experiences to younger kids. We were confirmed as members of
the church, and given endless love and support on our journeys forward. I still treasure the prayer
shawl that I received as a high school graduation present.
As the Christmas season draws to a close, I find myself missing the yearly Christmas Cantata’s, the Christmas Eve service, and of course, eating a delicious meal after church every Sunday. I
am also reminded of the enduring sense of community and togetherness that we all share, despite
not being able to come together in a traditional way this Christmas. For this I am thankful.
Through good times and bad, I am constantly reminded that all are welcome at Beaver United
Church of Christ. Throughout any challenges life faces me with, I always know that I have an entire
congregation of compassion, love, and kindness that I can come home to.
I sincerely look forward to the day that we can greet each other with the Peace of Christ
again, and hold hands as we sing the closing hymn.
And the Church said, Amen
Thank you, Lena Ali
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Church News and Events
COVID PSA: Our Mental Health during COVID-19
by Cynthia Sheppard Solomon, R.Ph.
Things do not seem to be getting simpler, do they? Now with COVID-19 vaccines beginning to be
available, we need to continue to ask questions, and get answers. The dominant questions continue
to be whether the vaccines keep you from getting sick and whether they prevent the spread of disease to others. It appears from early data that there is benefit from vaccines in keeping people from
getting sick with COVID-19. What we don’t know is whether people who are vaccinated can be asymptomatic and spread the virus. Time will tell—but in the meantime, we need to continue to use
barrier methods of protection, using masks, hand washing and social distancing. By spring and summer, we will know a lot more.
In the meantime, how is your mental health? Without our “in person” fellowship, it can be difficult to
have a good feel for how others in the congregation are doing. Zoom fellowship on Tuesday evenings, book club and drive-in services help to allow strengthened connections. I have been enjoying
calling some of our colleagues to check in and to keep up to date.
Worries and stress over COVID-19 with all its nuances can be overwhelming! How should we be coping? First, as we always remind people, do not give up on the barrier methods of protection. Second,
you may be concerned about financial pressures, feeling socially isolated, or know someone else
who is feeling some of these pressures. What can you do?
One thing that can get out of control is misinformation and rumors. “What If’s” can break you. Depression and anxiety are real—they are biochemical disorders that many people experience. When
people feel sadness or loneliness or stress, it is easy to try to eliminate the feelings by using nicotine,
or alcohol or other substances like marijuana to take the feelings away. Sometimes these behaviors
can worsen feelings and lead to deeper problems.
Here are some self-strategies from the Mayo Clinic:
Stay regular in your sleep patterns— going to bed and arising at about the same time each day helps
to maintain our body’s rhythms.
Even if you will stay home, get dressed, have purpose—identify a few tasks to accomplish, exercise a
bit, have a routine, do some reading or listening to music.
Eat fresh or frozen vegetables and fruits with lean meats—and limit caffeine content especially after
mid-day.
Limit the time family members are on the computers, turning off 30 minutes before bedtime.
Have some quiet time for recharging, do journaling, yoga, tai chi, a bubble bath, or other pleasurable
activities just for you, perhaps focusing on what you may be grateful for or thankful for.
Limit the news media, and decrease social media where misinformation is rampant. Take time for
knowing the daily news, but not being overexposed.
Take some time for your spiritual life, focusing on gratitude, thankfulness, and prayer.
Connect to others through facetime, phone calls, texts, emails, or good old-fashioned note writing.
Do for others when you can—check on others, especially if they live alone or have been ill.
Maintain your health—with checkups via telehealth or through discussions with health care professionals via your electronic portals or regular visits.
And recognize anger, irritability, or hopeless feelings can get out of hand and may require you or a
family member to make a connection to a health care provider. If an appetite change occurs, body
aches and pains increase, or routine chores are just becoming overwhelming, talk with someone
who can give you support—a pastor, a health care professional, or friend. And if needed The National Suicide Prevention number is 1-800-273-TALK. This may help a friend in need.
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Church News and Events
Offering Envelopes
The new offering envelopes are here for 2021. If you would like to get your envelopes, they will be
available at the drive-in services, or you can also contact me, Pastor Brian, at 937-469-1383 to arrange a time to pick them up from the church. Also, if that doesn't work, I can mail them to you, just
call me and let me know and I will verify that I have the right address for you.

Visits from Pastor Brian
Due the increased infection rates of COVID-19 for our area, and an abundance of caution, Pastor
Brian will not be doing regular visits to people in their homes for the time being. This is a continuation of his current policy on visits. Pastor Brian, will however, do visits in emergency cases such as
hospital visits or home visits for those facing difficult issues. If that is required please contact Pastor
Brian to let him know. You may also call Pastor Brian anytime to talk if needed. His phone number is
937-469-1383.

Giving to Beaver Church During the Pandemic
All of us have been impacted in so many ways by the Coronavirus pandemic. Many have been struggling financially, and for those of you that have, please contact Pastor Brian and we can assist you
from our benevolence fund. For those that are able to continue to give your offerings to the church
and wish to, you can send checks to the church at “1960 Dayton-Xenia Rd. Beavercreek, OH 45434”,
or if you wish, you can go to our website www.beaverucc.org and use the yellow donate button in the
upper right hand corner of the webpage to donate online via credit or debit card. We also have a box
for your offerings available at the 9:00am drive-in service. If you wish to give in person and cannot
make it to the 9:00am drive-in service, please contact Pastor Brian to arrange a time to meet. We are
very grateful for continued offerings during this period, as we are still paying staff and taking care of
other bills and obligations.

Worshipping on Facebook
The church will continue its 10:30am worship service on Facebook in addition to our 9:00am drivein service. To participate in the Facebook service, go to the church’s Facebook page at 10:30am.
Once on the church’s Facebook page there will be a live stream video, that you might have to scroll
down a bit to see. You can enlarge it by clicking on the enlarge button on the lower right hand of the
video. You will be able to make comments during the video, which we will use for instance during
joys and concerns. Once the service is over you will also be able to view the video afterwards on our
Facebook page as well. When we have communion, if you have bread and wine or juice with you I
will consecrate it through Facebook, so that we can all partake of communion together. After each
service a link to the video will be sent out via email and placed on our webpage. You do not need a
Facebook account to view the video from this link. If you have any questions, feel free to contact
Pastor Brian about this on his cell phone: 937-469-1383.
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Church News and Events
Trussing Project Update
Things are continuing as planned and on schedule for the trussing project. The total project cost is
currently estimated at $255,000, a slight increase due to some unforeseen needed changes. We
have gathered through donations and the insurance settlement enough to cover most of the costs,
with the remaining need down to $22,000 as of December 18th. We will likely continue to receive
some donations towards the project and hope to take as little from the endowment as we can.
Our main building permit has been approved, and we are just waiting on final approval of the trussing drawings from the county, which should hopefully be issued by the time this newsletter is sent
out. The electrical permit has been approved as well. Once the trusses are approved, they will begin
construction and ship the new trusses to the church. Starting on January 4th they will begin the major demolition and after that they will start replacing the trusses. We are still on schedule for a completion date by the end of March.

9:00am Drive-In Service
In addition to our weekly 10:30am Facebook service, there is now a drive-in service at 9:00am. The
drive-in service is roughly 45 minutes in length and is broadcast over the radio on the station 96.1
FM and is broadcast via speaker in the front parking lot. The bulletin for the service will be sent out
in advance via email, along with the bulletin for the 10:30 Facebook service. We have the following
requirements to create a safe environment due to COVID-19. If you leave your vehicle or have your
windows rolled down, then you must have a mask on at all times. Masks will be provided if you do
not have one. If you leave your vehicle or have your windows rolled down, then you must keep a social distance of 20ft. from any other group or person that you do not live with. You may bring chairs
and sit outside of your vehicle if you wish; however, if you do this, you must follow the above rules
regarding masks and social distancing. There will be a table set up by 8:45am with copies of the bulletin, individual communion cups on communion Sunday, a box for donations, and extra masks if
needed. Before you touch or use anything on the table, you must disinfect your hands with alcohol
wipes that will be provided and will be on the table as well. There is restroom access via a portapotty behind the church. If it is raining, the 9:00am service will be canceled. Any cancellation of the
9:00am service due to weather will be posted to our Facebook page no later than 8:40am.

2021 ANNUAL MEETING
Our 2021 annual congregation meeting will be held on Sunday, January 24th, after worship,
at 12:00pm. Because we are not meeting in person, the annual meeting will be held over
both Zoom and Facebook Live. You will need to choose one or the other, because we ask
that you not connect via both at the same time, as that will cause a delayed feedback issue.
The link for Zoom will be sent out over email the day before the meeting, and the Facebook
Live stream will be on the church’s Facebook page. One week prior to the meeting we will
send out all of the financial reports, the new budget, the annual minutes from last year, and
the slate of consistory candidates. If you cannot attend the virtual annual meeting, you will
be able to email or call me, Pastor Brian, at 937-469-1383 or PastorBrian@BeaverUCC.org
and place your votes on those items in advance. I know that this is certainly not a preferred
method of handling our annual meeting, but for the time being it is the saftest way we can
accomplish this. I certainly hope that by 2022 we will be meeting as normal.
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Beaver
United
Church of
Christ
Sunday

10 9:00 Drive-in
Worship
10:30 Facebook
Service

17 9:00 Drive-in
Worship
10:30 Facebook
Service

Tuesday

5

7 pm Social
Hour on Zoom
12
7 pm Social
Hour on Zoom

7 pm Social
Hour on Zoom
26

7 pm Social
Hour on Zoom

Friday

Saturday

9

Thursday

8

16

Weds.

7

15

2

6 Epiphany

14

New Years
Day

13

30

Share a smile with
a stranger today.

23

29

22

28

21

7 pm
Consistory on
Zoom

27

20

1

January 2021
Monday

11

King Jr. Day

Help someone in
need today.

25

18 Martin Luther 19

Dayton—
1960 Dayton—
Xenia Rd.
4
Beavercreek, OH 3 9:00 Drive-in
Svc & Communion
45434
10:30 Facebook Svc
Pastor Brian
& Communion
Eastman
937-469469-1383
937_____________
CHILD CARE is
available during
worship services for
ages infant to
kindergarten.
Beaver Church is
wheelchair
accessible with
elevators. We also
have sound devices
for those with
hearing impairments.
Please ask any time.

24 9:00 Drive-in
Worship
10:30 Facebook
12:00 Annual Mtg
Zoom/Facebook
31 9:00 Drive-in
Worship
10:30 Facebook
Service
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