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THE PASTOR’S PEACE
I just finished setting up the church for the first Sunday in Advent. After I set out the new paraments, those colored fabric panels we
use in worship service, I went to setup the Advent wreath. Because we
are not in the sanctuary, I had to get a small wreath that we could use
during the Facebook service. I have to say that the little wreath is fine,
but it is also a bit depressing. Ever since my first year, when Bob Tobias
and Bob Papajcik taught me how to hang our usual colossal Advent
wreath from the ceiling, it has been the one I have always setup year
after year. This year, however, is different. I think that is why the little
wreath makes me sad, not because there is anything wrong with it, but
it is just one more reminder of how different this year is.
In addition to the wreath, there will be many other changes this Christmas season, things we will greatly miss I’m sure. There will be no pageant, impromptu or otherwise, there will be no cantata, and the Christmas Eve service will not be the same, although I am trying to do something nice for that at least. I’m sure I don’t have to tell you how different things are. There were empty seats at Thanksgiving, and will
probably be empty seats at Christmas as well. Hopefully they are
empty only because of precaution, and not because it represents so
many people whom we have lost this year. This loss of others, which
many of us have felt this year, is, of course, the greatest difficulty we
face this year or in any season of our lives.
Well, at this point, you are probably saying, “Gee, thanks, Pastor Brian,
way to bring up all this hard stuff, just what I needed, not!“ No, none of
us really need reminders, but in some sense even though the wreath is
different, this is perhaps the most authentic Advent I have experienced
at the church. Advent represents a time of despair and longing for a
better world, for our deliverance, and for our salvation through Christ.
I don’t think I have ever had a time where I have been longing for better days quite like I have this year. The difficulty we are experiencing is
present in our scriptures, and our faith tradition as God’s people yearn
for the light of Christ to break through the darkness of the world.
This light does indeed break forth in the incarnation of God through
the birth of Jesus Christ. That is, after all, what Christmas is truly about,
not trees, or lights, or presents, or ham (although I do like ham), or
even getting together with family. Christmas is about taking a fundamentally bad situation and through God turning it into something we
actually celebrate. We are all waiting in Advent, waiting for things to
get back to “normal”, waiting to see people again, waiting for financial
security, waiting to no longer be reminded each and every day about
how different things are. Do not wait in hopelessness, however; wait in
faith knowing that God is with us and will deliver us into a new and
wonderful world.
(continued on pg. 5)
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Prayer List
Military:
Pray for our military and their
family and friends.
 Military families that are left

behind

To the family of Charlie, Pat Ferguson’s
cousin
To Tom Rauls’ Aunt Janice
son, stationed in Minot ND.
To the family of Domonic Shortridge.
 Alex Deal, U.S. Navy, stationed in S.C.
To the family of Bob Jackson, d. 11/29 of
 Dan, son-in-law of Brett & Kendal
Covid-19.
Landrum
To the family of Cheryl Bainter-Egan
 Cody
 Jeff, home from Afghanistan
 Matt, 6 months in Afghanistan
 Tom, National Guard,
 Our many veterans
 Adam, Gail and Stuart Wells’ grand-

southern border of U.S.

CARD MINISTRY
Let Shirley Nelson know about those with
physical or emotional needs who would
appreciate a card. A card will be placed on
the table at the front of the sanctuary for
all to sign.
“Your signatures are
priceless.”

Would you like to be included in the email
prayer chain? Please let Jeannette know your
email address so I can send you the prayer
requests. Thanks for sharing your prayer time
with those who need you. jpapajcik@aol.com .

Prayer List
Please review the Prayer List on page 3
and tell Bob or Ruth if there are names to
remove.

Joys and Concerns
We will be continuing our joys and concerns during our 10:30am online service and our
9:00am drive-in service. To be included each week, please email your joys and concerns to
Pastor Brian at PastorBrian@Beaverucc.org before each Sunday. There is also the ability to
add joys and concerns during the services; however, emailing them in advance is
preferred.
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Prayer List
Amelia O’Dowd, Pastor Brian’s wife
Austin Puckett
Bella’s 3 brothers—Covid-19
Betty King, Covid-19—BeBe
Bill H., cancer
Billy Joe, skin cancer—Barb’s cousin
Bob and Barb Penrod
Norma Jackson, Covid-19—hospital
Brad, surgery recovery—Brittany Hawkins’ dad
Cabe, brain tumor, surgery, 20-yrs-old—Staci
Carisa Nelson, hip surgery—Wells
Carol Olson, cancer
Charlotte, gall bladder surgery—Nelson
Dave, Al’s cousin—heart issues
Debbie & Lee, heart—Wells
Debbie Bush, hospital—Jean H.
Donna, Doug Rice’s mother—cancer surgery
Gary Koogler—Jeri H.
Gary, Margo and Lisa—Covid-19
George, 2nd knee operation—Blinda
Gina Y, health concerns
Gordy, cancer—Kendal
Greg, Covid-19, Linda R.
Hunter, heart—Barb H.
Jan, cancer—Susan
Jay Anders, Covid-19
Jeff—14-hour mouth surgery, recovery
Jeff, brain surgery recovery—Tom R.
Jen, heart attack—Staci
Jill, breast cancer and surgery—Tom R.
Judy, scoliosis surgery—Rauls
Joyce, blood clots—Jenny
Karen, S.C., Covid-19—Karen B.
Kevin, heart—Shirley’s cousin
Jeff, rare cancer, 10-12 hr. surgery—Arlis
Larry, pneumonia, Covid-19—Brian
Laura’s parents, Covid-19
Linda & Rita, Covid-19
Louise, cancer—husband Roger
Laverne—Susan S.
Marie & Charlie, Stuart’s sister & b-in-law
Mark, Lindsey L.’s uncle—brain tumor
Marla, broken pelvis—Tom R.
Marsha, COPD—Covid-19—Lisa’s stepmother
Martha S.—lung cancer
Mattie Wells, surgery
Meg, melanoma, infection—Gail’s friend
Mike, brain tumor—Janice’s friend
Mike, emergency bowel surgery—Rauls
Nicky, stage 4—Alan’s cousin

Phyllis, Covid-19 , Pat’s sister
Portia, cancer—Saddlers’ cousin
Rae, cancer treatment—Carol L.
Randy—brain tumor
Rob, aortic aneurism
Robin, stem cell
Rosa, Covid-19,—Karen B.
Rosalie, broken femur
Ryan, Jennifer’s son
Ryann Hawkins
Sally, stroke—Bernie’s sister
Sally Landrum, dementia
Sandy—hospice—Linda R.
Sharon DiSalvo, kidney stones
Sherry & Dale—BeBe
Steve—ALS—Bob Willhelm’s friend
Stella and Jerry
Steve—Shirley’s brother
Susan—Covid-19—Hillary
Susan, heart—Nelsons
Theresa Stonerock, pneumonia and
positive Covid-19. Her husband is
also positive.
Tim, rare R.A., tracheotomy
Tim, surgery—Janice
Tina, lungs—Shirley
Tom, heart—Mindy
Tom, double pneumonia—Wells
Tom Weaver, heart valve need
Tom—Nelsons’ brother-in-law
Tony, heart—Baumbargers’ b-in-law
Trinity Home—Covid-19 outbreak
Yvonne and Jane—Linda’s friends
Wendy, COPD—Shirley’s cousin
Weston, child, water on brain—Susan

The names on the prayer list will remain for two or three months or until
the crisis has passed. Then they’ll be
removed to make room for others’
needs. Please let Jeannette know if the
person still needs prayer.
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Church Service List
December 13

Communion December 6
Scripture

Isaiah 40:1-11
Mark 1:1-8

Psalm 126
John 1:6-8, 19-28

Scripture
Usher/Greeter

Usher/Greeter

Lay Reader
Lay Reader
Altar Flowers

Ted & Bertine Dolkowski, in honor
of Bertine’s 90th birthday.

Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Young Learners
Sarah Hogan

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls

Altar Flowers

Cynthia & Glen Solomon, in memory
of Cynthia’s father’s passing.

Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Young Learners
Sarah Hogan

December 24—Christmas Eve

December 20
Scripture

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Luke 1:26-38

Lay Reader

Lay Reader

Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Psalm 96
Luke 2:1-20

Scripture
Usher/Greeter

Usher/Greeter

Altar Flowers

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls

Linda Racz, wishing everyone a
Merry Christmas.
Young Learners
Sarah Hogan

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls

Altar Flowers
Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Young Learners:
Sarah Hogan

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls

$Stewardship Record
Date

Offering

Attendance

November 8

$3822

On-line

November 15

$1470

On-line

Usher/Greeter

November 22

$1675

On-line

Lay Reader

November 29

$3249

On-line

December 27
Scripture

Altar Flowers
Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Psalm 148
Luke 2:22-40

Karen & Bill Barger, in honor of
Alex’s wonderful music ministry.
Young Learners
Sarah Hogan

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls

Neighbors in Need $140
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Church News and Events
(Pastor’s Peace continued)
This Christmas, acknowledge what is missing, but also remember what is still present, what will be
with us for all eternity, a light shining forth, a story of Good News, the salvation of Christ, and the
promise of life eternal.
Peace, Blessings, and Merry Christmas
Pastor Brian

Christmas Eve Service
Please join us December 24th at 7:00 PM for our Christmas Eve service. We will be holding a simultaneous drive-in service in our front parking lot, and a Facebook Live service. In the case of bad
weather, the service will be on Facebook Live only. Pastor Brian will offer a Christmas message, and
we will sing your favorite traditional Christmas hymns. We will have communion and end with
“Silent Night”. We hope that It is truly a special night at Beaver Church as it has been in the past, and
we hope you can join us.

December 27th – “Questions you always wanted to ask” Sunday
On Sunday December 27th during both the 9:00am and 10:30am services we will have a special Sunday where the church gets to ask the pastor questions. Instead of a regular sermon, Pastor Brian will
answer questions sent via text for the 9:00am service and the Facebook Live comment section for
the 10:30am service. The congregation is asked to think of some good questions. Perhaps there is
some theological question that you just are burning to have answered.

Holiday Service of Remembrance: December 16th on Facebook
This year we will again be holding a special service to honor those who will not be with us this holiday season. However, this year the service will take place on Facebook Live. The service will be on
Wednesday, December 16th at 7:00 PM. Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s celebrations can
be some of the happiest times of the year; they can also be a sad reminder of those we have lost. We
will acknowledge our grief and seek comfort in God. We are here for each other, here to give comfort, here to provide support, and here to be a community of God together. Please come and share in
this special service where we will remember our loved ones and remember that we are not alone.

Christmas Fund Offering
The last of our four denominational offerings is called the Christmas Fund, and we will be receiving
this offering through December. This is a fund that helps retired clergy and other church employees
who are in need, and like all the causes we give to, it is a worthy one. Several people and family
members related to our church have been helped by this fund over the years and it is a fund that
makes a big difference in the lives of many retired clergy and their families. If you wish to give to the
Christmas Fund this year, please send a check with “Christmas Fund” written in the memo line, or
give online and list Christmas Fund in the notes section.
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Church News and Events
COVID PSA: Medications and Vaccine Approvals for COVID-19
Cynthia Sheppard Solomon, R.Ph.
In my many years in pharmacy, I have believed medicines approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) had a high standard of safety and efficacy. The FDA has protected our citizens
from unproven substances and ineffective drugs. But, we now find ourselves in a time of many
unique health care questions. In just the past month, we have heard about several newly developed
vaccines that will hopefully, one day soon, allow us to reduce the risks from COVID-19.
The vaccine information has been preliminary, mainly focused on effectiveness, based on a small
number of patients in each vaccine drug trial who acquired COVID-19. Some patients were given placebo injections and some were given injections of vaccine. We have not yet heard more about the
long term safety, the ability of the vaccines to stop the transmission of COVID-19, or their ability to
reduce the severity of illness should a patient get COVID-19 after being vaccinated. While these vaccines have not yet received full FDA approval, they are being submitted for “emergency use authorization (EUA)”. An emergency use authorization (EUA) for a drug is not an actual drug approval. Instead, it is useful when there is preliminary evidence of effectiveness and safety for specific patients
to receive a medication that might save lives prior to the final FDA drug approval. Of all the therapies being studied for COVID-19, only one, remdesivir, has received full FDA approval. It also has
strict conditions for use.
As the New Year approaches, we need to have patience while drug trial results are completed, released, and evaluated by experts. In the meantime, we need to continue to use the tools available to
us to protect ourselves and our loved ones. Using a mask that covers both the nose and mouth, staying a safe distance away from those we are interacting with, washing hands often, and trying not to
do things that increase exposure will help reduce problems for us. By spring, we will have more
choices in treatments, with vaccine trial results helping clarify how these drugs will help us end the
pandemic.
In the meantime, we must not forget our own preventive health care. It may be time for an annual
screening, such as a mammogram or a dental check-up. Call your clinician to determine if you can
receive those services or if they might be delayed a month or two. If you smoke or vape, ask your
clinician or pharmacist to assist you with a quit attempt. If you have specific concerns, please don’t
ignore them. Things like high blood pressure or diabetes should be monitored both by you and your
health care professional. Talk with your physician’s office or your pharmacist to find out how to
keep up with regular check-ups. Today, clinicians may offer patient portal email sites to talk directly
with them. And, telehealth services help some patients see their clinicians via the internet. Take advantage of these conversations to ask what else you can do to protect your health. Have a safe and
healthy holiday season.

Cookieless Cookie Walk:
Because of the pandemic we are not going to be able to hold our annual cookie walk. However, Martha is not one for letting a fundraising opportunity go by, and so she has come up with the Cookieless
Cookie Walk. For those of us that would usually spend money to bake cookies for the cookie walk,
Martha is asking that we send what money we would normally spend to the church instead. For me
that sounds like a great deal, and I won’t have to bake 50 dozen cookies. All money sent to the church
for the Cookieless Cookie Walk will go towards the truss project fundraiser. Simply put “Cookie
Walk” on your check or on a note with your donation.
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Church News and Events
Holiday Charity Programs
This year because of the pandemic we will not be physically collecting items to deliver to charities
as we have in past years. Instead, those who wish to help our usual charities are encouraged to send
a donation to the charity instead of buying items. We hope to resume our usual collection of items in
2021. The information for sending donations is listed below.
(Washington UCC Christmas Drive):
Donations can be sent to the address listed below. Checks should be written to “Washington UCC”,
and “Gifts to the Manger” should be written in the memo line.
Washington UCC
2950 Sidney Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45225
(Dayton Area Food Bank):
For the Foodbank please go online to https://thefoodbankdayton.org and click on the donate menu

Giving to Beaver Church During the Pandemic
All of us have been impacted in so many ways by the Coronavirus pandemic. Many have been struggling financially, and for those of you that have, please contact Pastor Brian and we can assist you
from our benevolence fund. For those that are able to continue to give your offerings to the church
and wish to, you can send checks to the church at “1960 Dayton-Xenia Rd. Beavercreek, OH 45434”,
or if you wish, you can go to our website www.beaverucc.org and use the yellow donate button in the
upper right hand corner of the webpage to donate online via credit or debit card. We also have a box
for your offerings available at the 9:00am drive-in service. If you wish to give in person and cannot
make it to the 9:00am drive-in service, please contact Pastor Brian to arrange a time to meet. We are
very grateful for continued offerings during this period, as we are still paying staff and taking care of
other bills and obligations.

Worshipping on Facebook
The church will continue its 10:30am worship service on Facebook in addition to our 9:00am drivein service. To participate in the Facebook service, go to the church’s Facebook page at 10:30am.
Once on the church’s Facebook page there will be a live stream video, that you might have to scroll
down a bit to see. You can enlarge it by clicking on the enlarge button on the lower right hand of the
video. You will be able to make comments during the video, which we will use for instance during
joys and concerns. Once the service is over you will also be able to view the video afterwards on our
Facebook page as well. When we have communion, if you have bread and wine or juice with you I
will consecrate it through Facebook, so that we can all partake of communion together. After each
service a link to the video will be sent out via email and placed on our webpage. You do not need a
Facebook account to view the video from this link. If you have any questions, feel free to contact
Pastor Brian about this on his cell phone: 937-469-1383.

BEAVER CHURCH Chatter 7

Church News and Events
Trussing Project Update
Things are moving along with the trussing repair project. We met our goal of raising at least
$50,000 by the end of the year, collecting $65,000 so far. We also reached a settlement with our insurance company and will receive $148,000 from them. Combined with $6,000 we had set aside for
projects like this, we have raised $219,000 so far, which is amazing. The total project cost is currently estimated at $250,000, and so we will continue to ask for donations for the remaining
$31,000, with any remainder left being taken from the endowment. We hope to take as little as possible from the endowment so that it can continue to help fund our annual budget.
Our building permit should be issued soon, and we have selected a general contractor after a bidding process. They have already moved the pews, and taken all the necessary measurements to begin designing and constructing the new trusses. There will likely be some demo work that takes
place in December, but most of the work will start once the trusses are delivered in early January.
In addition to painting the sanctuary and replacing the carpet, the building committee has opted to
do one more extra thing, and that is to replace the shingle roof with a metal roof. As long as there
are no major extra costs, the metal roof is part of the construction plan and included in the
$250,000 price. The difference between metal and shingles is worth the extra cost for the financial
long-term benefit to the church. This will also restore a historic feature of the church, as it had a
metal roof prior to the 1998 addition. As the project continues, we will give regular updates via the
newsletter and Sunday service. A great thank you to everyone who has helped with and donated to
this project so far.

9:00am Drive-In Service
In addition to our weekly 10:30am Facebook service, there is now a drive-in service at 9:00am. The
drive-in service is roughly 45 minutes in length and is broadcast over the radio on the station 96.1
FM and is broadcast via speaker in the front parking lot. The bulletin for the service will be sent out
in advance via email, along with the bulletin for the 10:30 Facebook service. We have the following
requirements to create a safe environment due to COVID-19. If you leave your vehicle or have your
windows rolled down, then you must have a mask on at all times. Masks will be provided if you do
not have one. If you leave your vehicle or have your windows rolled down, then you must keep a social distance of 20ft. from any other group or person that you do not live with. You may bring chairs
and sit outside of your vehicle if you wish; however, if you do this, you must follow the above rules
regarding masks and social distancing. There will be a table set up by 8:45am with copies of the bulletin, individual communion cups on communion Sunday, a box for donations, and extra masks if
needed. Before you touch or use anything on the table, you must disinfect your hands with alcohol
wipes that will be provided and will be on the table as well. There is restroom access via a portapotty behind the church. If it is raining, the 9:00am service will be canceled. Any cancellation of the
9:00am service due to weather will be posted to our Facebook page no later than 8:40am.

Pastor on Vacation between Christmas and New Year’s
Other than Sunday 12/27, Pastor Brian will be taking vacation between from 12/25 to 1/1. If you
need to speak with him due to an emergency, please call him at (937) 469-1383.
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