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THE PASTOR’S PEACE
As we watch the news this Christmas season, we will
likely be reminded of all the ways that we as Americans are
divided. There are. of course. the parties—the Democratic
Party, the Republican Party, the Tea party, the Green party,
the Libertarian Party, and the Christmas party down the street
to which you might or might not get invited. There are the
movements, the occupy movements, the 99 % movement,
the 1%, and the movement up or down your retirement funds
experience, if you even have retirement funds. Besides politics and money, we are divided by where we live, what we
wear, how we get to where we are going, what is under the
Christmas tree, our religious views, and even what kind of TV
we like to watch, just to name a few.
It seems so hard to believe that we have anything in
common any more with all this division about. I have read
articles recently that suggest people are further dividing
themselves, choosing their friends and even where they live
based upon people with whom they agree. Gone are the
days when you were forced to get along with your neighbors
and family because they were the only people you would or
could contact. As we lead up to Christmas. we wait in the
season of Advent, literally. Advent is a season of waiting. We
wait for what we don’t have. We wait for what we feel the
world needs; we wait for what we yearn for the most. For me,
I am waiting for commonality this Advent. I am waiting for a
realization that we all have more in common than we do not.
Is it silly to wish that people come together in this atmosphere of separation? I think not. After all, I with everyone
else am waiting for the coming of Christ, the coming of
God’s light into the world. When Jesus came into the world,
as he does for us each Christmas, who did he come for? I
don’t think he came for the Tea Party, or Democrats, or the
1%, or the 99% even. He came for the 100%. Christ came into
the world for us all, and we are all saved in Christ. Despite
everything that keeps us apart, this is one thing we all have
in common. It is also perhaps the most important thing we
have in common.
Continued on Page 5
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Prayer List
Elderly and ShutShut-ins



Military:

Betty Gilbert
Fran Smith

Pray for our military and their family and
friends.
Military families that are left
behind
 May they all come home safely
 Our many veterans
 Pfc Caleb R. Butz, Jean’s friend’s
son—to Afghanistan


CARD MINISTRY
Let Sharon Parkison or Judy Hudson know
about those with physical or emotional
needs who would appreciate a card. They
will place a card on the table for all to sign.

To the Hong family, Lena’s swim coach.

The names on the
prayer list will remain
for two or three months
or until the crisis has
passed. Then they’ll be
removed to make room
for others’ needs.
Please let Jeannette
know if the person still
needs prayer.

“Your signatures are
priceless.”
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Prayer List












































Al’s wife, co-worker of Melissa
Alan Palmer’s mother
Arlene Velliquette
Aunt Nita, Ellen’s aunt
Austin Puckett
Ava, age 10, Rauch family member
Baker family
Beth Barnett—Kate Deal’s mom
Betty Brill
Betty Gilbert
Bill Goessl
Bill Shears—Don Parkison’s brother-in-law
Bob Downey—Barbara Hawkins’ brother
Carolyn—Kristine’s mother-in-law
Cathy Williams, friend of Ellen Coleman
Charlie, riding accident
Charmayne Davis’s parents; brother Chuck
Conner Puckett, Carl & Angie —continuing needs
Chris McFadden
Dale & Edna Mae Dietz—continuing needs
Dalton—friend of Theresa
Dawn Deal
Dave—co-worker of Tom Rauls
Donna—friend of the Rauls
Elinora Smith—Pastor Brian’s grandmother
Ellen Siverling
Fran Smith
Frank, Theresa’s friend
Frank Ali
Howard & Norene Ray
Ina McCormick, friend of Jean Ali
Janet Peters, heart attack
Janice Radin—friend of Jean Harshman
Jim Patrick, relative of the Hawkers
Joan—Roger Saddler’s sister
Kay Wolfe
Kristine Petrick’s mother & mother-in-law
Kathy, friend of Jenny Rauch, recovery
Kyle—Alan & Shirley Nelson’s son
Lance Miller—neighbor & friend of Pastor Brian
Laurie, friend of Karen Davidson
Lisa Rauls’ grandparents
Marjorie Crawford




















Mary Lane—Cathy Miller’s friend’s
mom
Michael Ballard
Michael Bridenbaugh, age 13, leukemia
Mike, Alice Clausing’s brother-in-law
Mike, Mark’s supervisor
Nichole Harris—friend of Amelia
Peggy— Cathy Miller’s friend
Nora Martin, Martha’s sister
Phyllis Jones—Don Parkison’s
mother
Ray, friend of Theresa Lauricella
Robert English—friend of Jean
Harshman
Ruth Mitsoff
Sandy’s father-in-law
Sidney—granddaughter of Tom
Maloney
Steve, Margaret Puckett’s nephew
Tom & Arlis Ferguson
TR—friend of John Deal
Unspoken request from Jeannette

Please tell Bob Tobias when names need to
be deleted from the prayer list.
bobnrutht@att.net

Would you like to be included in
the email prayer chain? Please
let Jeannette know your email
address so I can send you the
prayer requests. Thanks for
sharing your prayer time with
those who need you. jpapajcik@aol.com or call 426 -7928
or in person.
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Church Service List
Scripture

December 4 Communion Sunday
Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11
Mark 1:1-8

Usher/Greeter
Lay Reader
Altar Flowers
Sunday School
Teachers

Scripture

Brian Baumbarger

Usher/Greeter

Alice Clausing
Viola Matyas in honor of her son’s
birthgay, Les Matyas, Jr.
Kristine Petrick

December 11
Third Sunday of Advent
Psalm 126
John 1:6-8, 19-28

Lisa Rauls

Tom Maloney

Lay Reader

Cathy Miller
Agnes Stanislo in honor of her grandson’s birthday

Altar Flowers
Sunday School
Teachers

Kristine Petrick

December 18
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Scripture
Usher/Greeter
Lay Reader
Altar Flowers
Sunday School
Teachers

December 24
Christmas Eve

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Luke 1:26-38
Charmayne Davis
Melissa Baumbarger
Bonnie Phillips in honor of her
son’s birthday
Kristine Petrick

Usher/Greeter
Lay Reader

Lori Tobias

Scripture

Altar Flowers
Sunday School
Teachers

Scripture

Psalm 97
Titus 3:4-7

Usher/Greeter

John Deal

Lay Reader

John Deal

Altar Flowers

Given to celebrate the Christ Child

Sunday School
Teachers

Stewardship Record

December 25
Christmas Day
Psalm 98
John 1:1-14
volunteer

Lisa Rauls

Date

Offering

Attendance

October 30
November 6

$1054
$3203

58
54

November 13

$2670

67

November 20

$1845

65

Given to celebrate the birth of Jesus

Parsonage Demo Fund, Donations, $11,685.00
Pledges, $150.00

We’re Open for Christmas
This year Christmas falls on a Sunday. We will still have church, of course,
even though some might be in the midst of unwrapping presents. After all,
celebrating Christ does make sense at a church, even if it doesn’t have an
Xbox 360. We are going to have a hymn sing, and sing all your favorite
Christmas hymns. We are also going to have either readings, or maybe even an impromptu Christmas skit, telling the story of the birth of Jesus. If will be an easy-going
service, and you can even come in your pajamas if that’s what it takes.
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Church News and Events
Pastor’s Peace continued from page 1
As we celebrate the birth of Christ this year, please try to remember what that means;
try to remember that this is a light that shines on all. I am sure that there will always be
things that make us different, but this Christmas, I want to have a moment when all of
that fades away amidst a star over Bethlehem, the crying of a newborn baby, and the
salvation of the world.
Merry Christmas and Christ’s Peace,

Pastor Brian
The Annual Congregational meeting will be held January 15th, 2012.

New Position for Sunday School
We are going to hire for a position to work with the older Sunday school children. We
will continue with volunteers for the younger Sunday school class only. We currently
have two people from the church who are willing to split this position, starting in January. Before we present them to the education committee and the consistory, I wanted
to ask if there is any other church person interested in the position with the older Sunday school class. If you are, please let me know by December 10th.
Blessings,
Pastor Brian

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
Attention all crafters or donators of choice items: Bring in your Christmas raffle items
anytime between now and Sunday, December 11th. They will be photographed and
envelopes with photos of the items will be on display in the sanctuary. Buy tickets and
place them in the envelopes for a chance to win that item. Tickets are $1.00 each, 6
tickets for $5.00 or 12 tickets for $10.00. The Raffle will be Sunday, December 18th, after
Sunday service. See Melissa Baumbarger for raffle tickets.

Hanging of the Greens December 11th
We will meet after church on December 11th to decorate the church for Christmas. This
will, of course, involve putting the tree up, and any other decorations that we have, or
that people bring. Please stay to help; many hands make quick work.

Christmas Gifts for Families in Need
We will be supporting three families for Christmas this year. This means that we will be
taking a wish list from them and trying as best we can to fill it. Please look for a list of
presents that you can sign up for at the back of the church in early December.
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Church News and Events
SIMPLY DELICIOUS FUNDRAISER
December 12th
The holidays are a busy season and we all like to find ways to
save some time. Well, we have a fundraiser that can help you with that.
All you have to do is go to City Barbeque at 2330 B North Fairfield Rd in Beavercreek on Dec. 12, with one of the flyers that will be available at church.
You can go anytime on Dec. 12th to eat there or to get carry out. When you
place your order, give them your City Barbeque fundraiser flyer and Beaver Church
will get a rebate of 25% of your purchases.
It’s the easiest and most delicious fundraiser ever. Feel free to take some extra
flyers to give to your friends and co-workers.

Parsonage
As most of you have probably noticed, the demolition of the parsonage has
been completed. I want to thank all of the
people who worked so hard on this project,
and all those who donated to make this
happen. Even though I have only been at
Beaver church for 3 years, I know that the
question of what to do with the house was
asked for decades. I know that many people have memories and special feelings
about the house, and there were differing
opinions about what to do with it. As with
anything in the life of a church, some decisions are not always easy, and some things
that are done have regrets alongside celebrations. I do think that our decision and the
process regarding the parsonage were
right, because it was the will of the church
assembled, and thus hopefully informed by
the Holy Spirit. I do not know what the future
holds for our church, but I have faith that it is
a bright one. I look forward to working with
you and continuing to usher in the kingdom
of God.
Blessings,
Pastor Brian

Christmas Caroling December 16th
We will be Christmas caroling
again this year, and we hope you
can join us. The youth are making
some special treats for those members who can’t get to church that often, and we will be helping the youth
deliver them with song and holiday
cheer. If you want to make some
cookies to share as well, please bring
them to church on the 16th at 6:00 PM
so we can put together the treat
packages. For those who are coming
to carol, we will meet at 6:30 PM at
the church and split into two groups
to visit the homes. We will meet up at
the church afterwards for some hot
cider and Christmas cookies.
NEW MEMBERS!
The congregation welcomed new members on November 20. Shirley and Alan
Nelson, who were married at Beaver in
October, became new members this
day.
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Church News and Events
December Sleepover
The youth are invited to a church event on December 16th after our church’s Christmas caroling. It is hoped that many of the youth
will be delivering treats during the caroling, but for those who can’t
make the evening festivities, please join us at 9:00 PM at the church. We will have
snacks, games, movies, and maybe play sardines. Those who want to can sleepover,
and be picked up after breakfast at 9:00 AM on Saturday. Please note: there will be a
strict bedtime curfew of 2:00 AM. So if you come to spend the night, be prepared to
sleep. Movie suggestions can be given to Pastor Brian in advance to help him in his
search for less “lame” movies.

Christmas Fund Offering
This year we are participating in all of our denomination’s special mission offerings. The last of the four is called the Christmas Fund, and we will be taking up that offering during service on December 18th. This is a fund that helps retired clergy and
other church employees, and like all the causes we give to, a worthy one. Below is
some information about the mission:
“For 108 years, the Christmas Fund Offering for the Veterans of the Cross and the
Emergency Fund has been a means by which we, as members of the United Church of
Christ and its predecessor bodies, live out the mandate to be Christ’s Body in the
world. The Christmas Fund, one of four Special Mission Offerings received annually in
the United Church of Christ, is a ministry of compassion and care to those who serve
our church.
Lower-income retirees continue to feel most keenly the financial stress brought
about by the current economic climate. Because of that, we ask you to prayerfully
consider your response to the 2011 Christmas Fund Offering and give to the best of
your ability. Reflect upon the ways in which your life has been touched by a retired
pastor, a former youth leader, a Christian Education director, a church secretary, a
custodian, or a minister of music, and honor their ministries in a way that will help them
and others like them in these challenging times.
On behalf of the nearly 1,600 clergy and lay individuals and families who received some form of Ministerial Assistance since the last Christmas Fund Offering, I express heartfelt thanks to you for your generosity. May you continue to experience the
blessings of Emmanuel − the One Who is with us, now and always.”
Thank You
Thank you, Tom Maloney, for volunteering to transport food to the Food Bank and clothes to St
Vincent.
Thank you, Bonnie Phillips, for taking care of sending troop boxes.
Thank you, Roger Saddler, for your professional help with the parsonage demolition.
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Church News and Events
Holiday Service of Remembrance
This year we will again be holding a special service to honor those who will not
be with us this holiday season. The service will take place on Wednesday, December
21st at 8:00 PM. Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years celebrations can be some of
the happiest times of the year; they can also be a sad reminder of those we have lost.
We will acknowledge our grief and seek comfort in God. We are here for each other,
here to give comfort, here to provide support, and here to be a community of God together. Please come and share in this special service where we will remember our
loved ones and remember that we are not alone.

Christmas Eve Service
Please join us December 24th at 7:00 PM for our annual Christmas Eve service. The choir will be performing a Christmas cantata titled He Is the Light
of the World. Pastor Brian will offer a Christmas message, and we will sing
traditional Christmas hymns ending with “Silent Night” by candlelight. It is truly a special night at Beaver Church and we hope you can join us.

Third Annual 12th Night Party at Pastor Brian’s House
Amelia and I would like to invite the church to come to our home on the evening of
Thursday, January 5th for our traditional 12th night party. For those who are not familiar,
the eve of Epiphany was traditionally celebrated with a big feast and party. We will be
having such a party at our house starting at 7:00PM till 11:00PM. We will have king
cake, wassail, and other traditional 12th night things to nosh on. Bring something to
drink or something sweet to share if you wish. Our address is 236 Green St. Dayton, OH
45402. It should be a good time, and, who knows, maybe you will be crowned king or
queen.
Christmas Blessings,
Pastor Brian and Amelia
Dayton Men’s Shelter Christmas Party
In December we will be joining with First Baptist church in downtown Dayton to
host a Christmas party for a men’s shelter. There will be singing and punch and cookies. The exact date has not been set yet, but it will likely be an evening in midDecember. We will give you more details as we firm up the plans. The Sunday school
youth will help by baking cookies for the event. Other cookie donations would be appreciated as well. There will be around 100-200 men. Look for more details in the December bulletins.
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Church News and Events
A Medical Mission
Dear Church Family,
I am writing to share information about an adventure my Mom and I are about
to undertake! In February, we will be joining a medical team from In His Name Ministries on a mission trip to Swaziland. My Mom just retired from a career in nursing,
where, most recently, she was teaching PICC lines and difficult IVs. We will be celebrating the start of her 74th year with a mission trip. Mom will be teaching in a newly
opened hospital as well as helping in bush clinics. I will be helping with pharmacy and
eyeglasses as well as doing photography that can later be used for education and
public relations. I am most importantly asking for your prayers for the safety of our
team. If you should feel compelled, I am also planning to take one or two suitcases
filled with medical items that are difficult to get in South Africa, and would appreciate
donations of these items or cash to purchase them. All checks should be made out to
“In His Name Ministries.” Here is the link to their website if you would like further information about what they do: http://www.inhisnameministries.org/index.html
Thank you for your prayers!
Jean Ali
This is what we would like to take:
Tylenol (acetaminophen)
Motrin (ibuprofen)
Aspirin (81mg & 325 mg)
Chewable antacids (in large plastic bottles)
Children’s vitamins
Adult vitamins
Prenatal vitamins
Imodium
Topical antibiotic cream
Topical steroid cream
Anti-emetics
Alcohol wipes
Hand sanitizers (large and small)
Disposable gloves (all sizes)
Phisohex
Tongue depressors
Cotton balls
Rolls of bandages, any size
Gauze 2x2’s
Gauze 4x4’s
Eyeglasses, both new reading glasses in various strengths and used prescription
glasses from family and friends. People line up for them and are overjoyed they can
finally see clearly.
Sunglasses from The Dollar Store or elsewhere. The sun is very bright in Swaziland and
they help people tremendously.
Wrist blood pressure machine—about $30 at Wal-Mart, if anyone would care to buy
one.
Temporal thermometers—about $30 at Wal-Mart
If these could be purchased somewhere less expensive, that would be great.
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Sunday
Please pray
for our church
family this season

4 9:30 Adult
Study
10:30 Worship &
Communion
A.A. 8 pm

11 9:30 Adult
Study
10:30 Worship
12:00 Hanging
Greens
A.A. 8pm

18 9:30 Adult
Study
10:30 Worship
Christmas Raffle
Christmas Fund
offering
A.A. 8 pm
25 No Adult
Bible Study
10:30 Worship

5

Monday

12

DECEMBER 2011

A.A. 8:30 pm

Wednesday Thursday

at Beaver Church
Tuesday
1

8

6

A.A. 8:30 pm

7 6:30 pm Video
Series, Judith
Part 1
7:30 pm Choir

29

A.A. 8:30 pm

22
Winter Begins
6:00 pm Outreach
Mtg

2

Friday

Saturday
3

10
Did you order
your Christmas
Poinsettias?

Invite a friend
to church
9

17

Beaver
United
Church of
Christ

Dayton—
1960 Dayton—
Xenia Rd.
Beavercreek, OH
45434

Pastor Brian
Eastman

469-1383
469-

CHILD CARE is available during worship
services for ages infant
to kindergarten.

Beaver Church is wheelchair accessible with
elevators. We also have
sound devices for those
with hearing impairments. Please ask any
time.

31 New Year’s To add calendar items ,
Eve
please call Alice Clausing at 427-0849 or send
email to webmaster@
beaverucc.org

7 pm Christmas
Eve Service

Eve

24 Christmas

16

30

23

6 pm Outreach 6:30 pm
Christmas
Committee
Caroling
9:00 pm
A.A. 8:30 pm
YouthSleeppver

13

21

28

8:00 pm Service
Of Remembrance

7 pm Choir

14 6:30 pm Video 15
Series, Judith
Part 2
7:30 pm Choir

20

Give a copy of this
calendar to friends
and invite them!

19

7 pm Worship
Team

27

Deadline for
Newsletter
Articles
Is Tomorrow

26

7 pm Choir
A.A. 8:30 pm

Happy Birthday in December to: 12/2 Chuck Durnbaugh; 12/4 Sarah Stewart; 12/5 Robert White; 12/6 Jim Marts; 12/9 Annette Bender;
12/10 Bertine Dolkowski & Lauri McCutcheon; 12/14 Mary Cait Hamilton; 12/16 David Crawford; 12/18 Matthew Conner & Will
McCutcheon; 12/21 Don Parkison; 12/24 Edna Mae Dietz & Elizabeth Hawkins; 12/27 Mary Owens; 12/28 John Marshall; 12/30 Arlene Velliquette; 12/31 Jean Lee Harshman, Cindy Stewart & Wanda Durnbaugh.
Happy Anniversary to: 12/2 Terry & Jean Ali;
12/4 Bob & Ruth Tobias.

A.A. 8 pm
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MEMORIAL POINSETTIAS
Our sanctuary will be made beautiful this Christmas
season with the addition of poinsettia plants that you
provide each year. These plants will be in the sanctuary
through the Christmas Eve Service. At the conclusion of
that service, take your plant with you to beautify your
home or send to a shut-in. The cost is $10.00 each.
Please include the appropriate amount in the offering by
December 11, 2011.

Red_____, White_____, Marble______,
Pink_____, White Glitter_________.
Donated by:________________________________________
In Honor of:________________________________________
In Memory of: _______________________________________
Please send to a shut-in? Yes_________________________
Submit this form & payment at church or mail to:
Beaver United Church of Christ
1960 Dayton-Xenia Road
Beavercreek OH 45434-7159
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