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THE PASTOR’S PEACE
“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas everywhere you go. Take a look in the five-and-ten, glistening
once again with candy canes and silver lanes aglow.”
Actually, it’s not beginning to look like Christmas, at
least not while I am writing this. We are still having highs
in the 50s and 60s, and I am much more concerned
about Thanksgiving right now. By the time you read this,
it will be a bit closer to Christmas, we will start decorating the church, and although there will probably not be
snow, it will likely be colder. The five-and-ten, or WalMart, however, is already looking so very Christmas-like.
In fact, every retailer I have seen seems to be in Christmas DEFCON level 1, so to speak. They are desperately
hoping for an imminent attack of holiday shoppers. However, is that what Christmas really looks like?
One thing I have never liked about that famous
Christmas song is how much it focused on the stuff of
Christmas. Toys get the #1 mention, followed by some
notice of decorations, and lastly is a brief mention of
singing. Is that really what Christmas looks like-- toys,
decorations, and a couple of songs? Unfortunately, that
is what Christmas often boils down to, at least in advertisements and popular culture. We keep asking ourselves if we are ready for Christmas. We constantly run
around trying to prepare for that big day, trying to get
gifts, trying to get things decorated, trying to get in
enough cantata rehearsals. However, if we look at the
season of Advent and the birth of Christ, we see a very
different picture.
In the first Christmas, there were some gifts, but
they were for Jesus. Frankly, I don’t think Jesus really
wanted them-- what does a baby do with myrrh, anyway?
There weren’t any decorations, that’s for sure. There was
not a round of singing, not by the humans at least. We
just have a little baby and some perplexed adults. Now
that I think of it, not much has changed.
(Continued on page 6)

BEAVER CHURCH Chatter 1

Prayer List
Military:

Pray for our military and their family
and friends.









Military families that are left behind
Judd Powell— deployment to
Afghanistan
Greg Tilton—Grandson of Pastor
Ward
Tom Rauls—deployment to Qatar
Greg Izdepski—deployment to Iraq
Michael—nephew of Cathy Miller,
deployment
May they all come home safely
Our many veterans

Elderly and ShutShut-ins





Ruby Stewart
Wanda Scroggy
Charlie Brill
Fran Smith

CARD MINISTRY
Let Karen Davidson (352-6045) know
about those with physical or emotional
needs who would appreciate a card. She
will place a card on the table for all to
sign.
“Your signatures are
priceless.”

Our sympathy and prayers for
those who have recently passed
away.
To the Mary Ankeney Keehn family, sister to
Betty Ankeney Filson.
To the Louise Wolfe (Cosler) family, a sister
to Ray Cosler.
To the family of Nicki Day, Blinda Gibson’s
cousin.

BEAVER CHURCH Chatter 2

Prayer List













































Adrian—acquaintance of Cathy Miller, health
concerns
Agnes Stanislo—recovering
Arlene Velliquette
Austin Puckett
Baker family—friends of Theresa
Bob Wolfe— father of Alice Clausing
Buddy—employee of Timothy Davis, stroke
Catherine—Bob P’s mother
Charmayne Davis’ parents
Chris—Cathy Miller’s sister
Christian—nephew of Ellen Coleman
Conner Puckett
Dale & Edna Mae Dietz
Debbie —acquaintance of Laurie McCutcheon
Don—Gary Petrick’s dad
Donna Miller—Jean Ali’s cousin, cancer
Edna—Pat Ferguson’s aunt, returning cancer
Elizabeth Swisher—friend of Ellen Bagley
Fran Smith
Gary Petrick’s sister—cancer
Georgie—friend of Ellen Coleman, emotional
needs
Heidi Parales—acquaintance of Debbie Goessl
Jean Harshman—recovering from surgery on
broken ankle
John Powell—Judd’s father, health concerns
Katie—friend of Pat Ferguson, surgery
Linda Crawford Peach—radiation treatments
Lisa—Jean Harshman’s granddaughter
Lori—former student of Pat Ferguson, needs
heart transplant
Margaret Puckett
Marge Crawford—radiation treatments
Mary Lane—Cathy Miller’s friend’s mom
Michelle Powell and family—husband Judd
deployed
Mike—Lisa Raul’s step dad
Monica—Angie’s grandmother, hospital
Pam Smith—friend of the Freeze’s
Paul Stidham— Gibsons’ friend, surgery
Rob Stanley—Arlene Velliquette’s son
Ruth Mitsoff—recovery
Shawn—friend of Susan Saddler,
cancer
Sharon Weyant—Jeannette's niece, cancer
Sophia—4 yr old grand niece of Blinda Gibson
Steve Daniels—former pastor of Hawker
Susan—friend of Ellen Coleman
Ted Dolkowski—recovering from surgery





Tom & Arlis Ferguson
Wanda Scroggy—broken hip
Will Brock, brother-in-law of Owens—
cancer

Would you like to be included in
the email prayer chain? Please
let Jeannette know your email
address so I can send you the
prayer requests. Thanks for
sharing your prayer time with
those who need you. jpapajcik@aol.com or call 426 -7928
or in person.

The names on the prayer list will
remain for two or three months
or until the crisis has passed.
Then they’ll be removed to
make room for others’ needs.
Please let Karen Davidson or
Jeannette know if the person
still needs prayer.
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Church Service List
December 6 (Communion Sunday)
Scripture

Malachi 3:1-4 & Luke 3:1-6

Usher

Blinda Gibson

Lay Reader
Altar Flowers
Welcomers
Front/Back

Cathy Miller
Viola Matyas in memory of her
son Les Matyas birthday
Jack &
Liz Ballard

Karen
Davidson

December 13
Isaiah 12:2-6 & Luke 3:7-18

Scripture
Usher

Brian Baumbarger

Lay Reader

Judy DeDiemar

Altar Flowers
Welcomers
Front/Back

Sam & Judy Hudson
Tom & Carolyn
Maloney

December 20
Scripture

Lay Reader
Altar Flowers
Welcomers
Front/Back

December 24

Micah 5:2-5a & Luke 1:39-55

Usher

Usher

Julie Giffen

Lay Reader

Jean Ali in honor of the church
family
Judy DeDiemar

December 27
Scripture

Altar Flowers
Welcomers
Front/Back

John Deal
Cathy Miller

Altar Flowers

Given to the glory of God

Welcomers
Front/Back

Stewardship Record

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 & Luke 2:41-52

Date

Offering

Attendance

Volunteer

November 1

$1352

43

Karen Davidson

November 8

$2848

60

Tobias family in memory of Bob’s
father

November 22

$1893

55

Usher
Lay Reader

Isaiah 9:2-7 & Luke 2:1-20

Scripture

Brent Giffen

Roy & Mary
Owens

Kristine Petrick

Bill & Carolyn
Conner

Blinda Gibson

Notes:
Welcomers act as church host providing visitors with directions and help to the nursery,
restrooms, etc... Questions may be directed to Judy DeDiemar.
Ushers help with bulletins, greeting, and offering. Welcomers/Ushers responsibility sheet is posted behind
the foyer door on the bulletin board. Questions may be directed to Pastor Brian.
Lay reader sign-up sheets are passed around during the year or you may sign up on the
bulletin board. Questions may be directed to Pastor Brian.
Altar flowers sign-up sheet is located on the bulletin board in the sound/coatroom. Cost is $20.00. You
can pay for these by putting a marked envelope in the offering plate. After the church service, the
flowers are yours to take home or send to a shut in. Tell Don or Sharon Parkison if you wish them to be sent
to a shut-in.
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Church News and Events
Children’s Christmas
Program
By Jeannette Papajcik

Our children’s program is on Sunday,
Dec. 13th at 6:00 PM. Our children
have been working hard to make this
a memorable evening for you.
Please support them with your
attendance.
It promises to be an evening that you
will remember. We are going to take
you back to Bethlehem at a time that
was the beginning of all our blessings. A time that a special birth took
place. A time when the world was
different – no cars, no phones, no
computers. A time to see the marketplace and be in the town of Jesus’
time.
We will be a part of Jesus’ birth. We
will see the shepherds and the angels
as they hear the word from God and
proclaim His birth to all of us. What a
joyous occasion!!
Share with us – be with us – listen to
the sights and sounds of Bethlehem –
smell the baked goods from the marketplace – sing with us – talk to Joseph and Mary and find out what it
was like to raise a child more than
2000 years ago.
We’ll see you on Sunday, Dec. 13th at
6:00 PM.

PRACTICES FOR THE CHILDREN’S
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
By Jeannette Papajcik

Practices will follow church each Sunday including Sunday, December
13th—the day of the program.

CHRISTMAS CANTATA
7:00 pm , December 24th
Come to the Christmas Eve worship and listen to the Christmas Cantata performed by
the Beaver choir, Mark and Iryna. There will
be opportunity to sing the traditional carols
and maybe finish with a candle lighting.
Those who have purchased poinsettias are
invited to take them home after the service.

Jr. High / Sr. High Sleepover
On Friday the 11th of December I am
inviting all Jr. / Sr. High youth to a
sleepover at the church, to be completed with a pancake breakfast on
Saturday morning. We will watch
movies, have popcorn, probably
Pizza, and maybe even play X-Box
360 on the big TV. Sounds horrible,
don’t it? More details will follow; save
the date.
Peace,
Pastor Brian

BEAVER CHURCH Chatter 5

Church News and Events
(Pastor’s Peace from page 1)

Christ comes into our lives each and every year, and we run around not
knowing how to handle it. We have all of our gifts and decorations, because
perhaps we simply don’t know what to do with a king who asks us to serve him
by serving others. We do not know what to do with a God that comes in the
form of love and humility, rather than a form of authority and power. We do not
know what to do with someone who loves us despite all of our shortcomings
and the ways we have hurt ourselves and others. I guess it does look like
Christmas after all; it looks like Christmas every day of every year. Christ is always coming into our lives; the question is, are we ready for what that means?
Are you ready for Christmas? Are you?
Peace and Good Will on Earth,

Pastor Brian
Hear Ye, Hear Ye, 12th Night Party
at Pastor Brian’s House

COME ALL YE WHO CAN
HANG AN
ORNAMENT ON THE TREE—
LET’S
DECORATE!
December 6th

Amelia and I would like to invite the
church to come to our house on the
evening of Tuesday, January 5th for a
traditional Twelfth Night party. For those
who are not familiar, the eve of Epiphany was traditionally celebrated with a
big feast and party. We will be having
such a party at our house starting at
5:30PM on Tuesday and going till
whenever the spirit moves us. We will
have king cake, wassail, and other traditional Twelfth Night food and drink.
Please bring a dish of food to share
with others. We will provide beverages.
Our address is 236 Green St. Dayton,
OH 45402. It should be a good time,
and who knows, maybe you will be
crowned king or queen.

The money you put in the basket during
the after-worship fellowship/snack time is
used to buy kitchen supplies: coffee,
creamer, sugar, paper towels, plates and
napkins. And the occasional package of
cookies or bottled water. We still invite
your donations of donuts or other snacks.

Party on,

Thank you!!

Everyone is welcome to have a snack
and coffee, then come back to the sanctuary to decorate the tree and hang the
greens. Get your creative juices flowing
and make this the most beautiful sanctuary ever.

FYI

Pastor Brian
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Church News and Events
TROOP BOXES

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
By Melissa Baumbarger

Bonnie Phillips is now the caretaker of
the troop boxes. She wants to send
boxes soon, so please bring suitable
items for them: i.e. hard candies, personal hygiene items, playing cards,
small magazines, tissues, socks, jerky,
etc. Please leave your items on the table
in the back foyer.
JUST A REMINDER
(Think—Christmas gift??)
We still have the Beaver Church: Our First
200 Years for sale. The cost is just $20.00, or
$25.00 if the book has to be mailed. Checks
can be sent to Beaver UCC, 1960 DaytonXenia Rd., Beavercreek OH 45434. Or see
Ruth Tobias at church or email:
bobnrutht@att.net.
Also still available are the historic
1846 inscribed bricks for $25.00 and framed
hymns for $12.00.

Attention all crafters:
The Christmas Raffle drawing will
occur the night of the Children’s
Program, December 13th. Bring in
your items to be photographed
anytime between now and the
Sunday before the Children’s Program. Photos of the items will be
on display in the sanctuary with
envelopes for you to place tickets
for a chance of winning that item.
Tickets are a dollar each, 6 tickets
for five dollars or 12 tickets for 10
dollars. See Melissa for tickets.

Updates to Worship
The worship committee has been meeting for the last several months and
discussing possible ways to make the worship experience even better for
the congregation. The committee has voted and approved some changes,
which will take place starting December 6th. The goal is to give more opportunities to connect with God in different ways and to make the service
flow better. If you wish to participate in any future work with worship at the
church, please consider joining the worship committee, or just come and
share your thoughts with us. We meet at the church the 3rd Tuesday of the
month at 7PM. We will also likely be doing another survey next Spring to
see how the church feels about any changes, and see if there are further
suggestions.
Blessings,
BUCC Worship Committee
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Church News and Events
SHOEBOX MINISTRY
Thanks to all who provided
gifts for the Operation Christmas
Child shoebox ministry, part of Franklin Graham Ministries.
The Outreach Committee’s
plan for next year is to forego the
shoeboxes and enroll in Heifer International. This program, with your donations, can provide chickens,
ducks, rabbits, cattle, oxen, sheep or
goats to a foreign agrarian society
who can benefit from it. This program
speaks to us since Beaver Church’s
founders were primarily farmers.
Also, this program need not happen
during the Christmas season with its
many other activities. More information will be forthcoming in future
months.

Memorial Poinsettias
Our sanctuary will be made beautiful this
Christmas season with the addition of poinsettia
plants that you provide each year. These
plants will be in the sanctuary through the
Christmas Eve Service. At the conclusion of
that service, take your plant with you to beautify your home or send it to a shut-in.
The cost is $10.00 each.
Please include the appropriate amount in the
offering by December 13, 2009.

Red_____, White_____, Burgundy_____,
Marble______,
Pink_____, White Glitter_________.
Donated
by:________________________________________
In Honor
of:________________________________________
In Memory
of: _______________________________________
Please send to a shut-in?
Yes_________________________
Submit this form & payment at church or mail
to:
Beaver United Church of Christ
1960 Dayton-Xenia Road
Beavercreek OH 45434-7159

Pastor Brian carving his pumpkin for the
“Big Ol’ Pumpkin Night, October 23rd.

If you would like to receive this newsletter by e-mail, please send your request to church@beaver ucc.org
It will be sent as a pdf attachment.
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Beaver
United
Church of
Christ
Dayton—
1960 Dayton—
Xenia Rd.
Beavercreek,
OH 45434

Pastor Brian
Eastman
469-1383
469CHILD CARE is
available during
worship services for
ages infant to kindergarten.
Beaver Church is
wheelchair accessible with elevators.
We also have sound
devices for those
with hearing impairments. Please ask
any time.
To add calendar
items , please see
Alice Clausing or
email
webmaster@
beaverucc.org

Sunday
Please pray
for our church
family this season

6 9:30 Adult Study
10:30 Worship &
Communion
Children’s Rehearsal
A.A. 8 pm

13 9:30 Adult Study
10:30 Worship
Children’s Rehearsal
6 pm Children’s
A.A. 8 pm
Pgm
20
9:30 Adult Bible
Study
10:30 Worship
A.A. 8 pm

7

8

23

30

7:00 pm
Choir Practice

16 6:30 pm Adult
Education Series
7:30 pm Choir
Practice

4

11

Friday

Jr. High /Sr. High
Sleepover

25

18

24

Christmas

31 New Year’s

7 pm Christmas
Eve Service
A.A. 8:30 pm

A.A. 8:30 pm

17
6 pm Outreach
Committee

A.A. 8:30 pm

9 6:30 pm Adult 10
Education Series
Did you order
7:30 pm Choir
your
Christmas
Practice
Poinsettias?

2 6:30 pm Adult 3
Education Series
7:30 pm Choir
A.A. 8:30 pm
Practice

Wednesday Thursday

at Beaver Church
Tuesday

7 pm Worship
Team

15

7 pm Adult
Study Group

7 pm Consistory
Meeting (Nov)

1

DECEMBER 2009
Monday

14
Give a copy of this
calendar to friends
and invite them!

29

7 pm Consistory
Meeting

21 Winter Begins 22

28

5

Saturday

Invite a friend to
church!

12

19

Deadline for
Newsletter Articles
Is Tomorrow

26

9:30 Adult Bible
Eve
Study
10:30 Worship
A.A. 8:30 pm
A.A. 8 pm
Happy Birthday in December to: 12/2 Chuck Durnbaugh; 12/5 Robert White; 12/10 Bertine Dolkowski & Lauri McCutcheon; ; 12/16 David
Crawford; 12/18 Matthew Conner & Will McCutcheon; 12/21 Don Parkison; 12/24 Edna Mae Dietz & Elizabeth Hawkins; 12/27 Mary Owens;
12/30 Arlene Velliquette; 12/31 Jean Lee Harshman, Cindy Stewart & Wanda Durnbaugh. Happy Anniversary to: 12/2 Terry & Jean Ali;
12/4 Bob & Ruth Tobias.

27
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