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THE PASTOR’S PEACE  
 

Well, I made sure to check the numbers again from the Ohio Health 

Department before I started writing this Pastor’s Peace, but it looks 

like the Covid infection rates have remained low for both Montgomery 

County and Greene County. In addition, I heard that Miami Valley Hos-

pital had its first day in 2 years with no Covid patients. All of this is 

great news, especially because it means that there will be fewer 

deaths and fewer people that become ill with this horrible disease. As 

we have seen before, however, it does not mean that the pandemic is 

over, and we must continue to keep an eye out for new variants, in-

creased infection rates, and remember many of the safety practices 

we have learned over the last two years. It does mean that for now the 

consistory has decided to start rolling back some of the safety restric-

tions put in place, and it will continue to do so over the next several 

months, assuming infection rates stay low. The Coronavirus that has 

caused so many deaths, will never go away completely, but I pray that 

perhaps this time it will continue to decline as many past viruses have 

such as the 1918 flu, such that it is no longer a pandemic and as dan-

gerous as it has been. Only time will tell. 

 

As I stated,  the consistory did decide to roll back some of the safety 

restrictions, based upon guidance from the CDC and the general re-

sults we had from the church-wide survey that was conducted. Start-

ing towards the end of March we made masks optional for church ac-

tivities, and for April there will be several changes as well. This will 

include a bit more singing during the service, regular communion, 

although the individual cup packets will still be available, and coffee 

and doughnuts downstairs after service. The consistory will continue 

to monitor infection rates and guidance from the CDC and Ohio De-

partment of Health. If rates increase due to another variant, we might 

have to put some protections in place again, but if rates continue to be 

low and even decrease further, then we will likely add some more 

changes in May. The ultimate goal is of course to hold services and 

activities as we did before the pandemic, but doing so in a way that 

continues to keep congregation members safe. 

 
As we begin to loosen restrictions there will be different views from 

different church members about what is being done and whether it is 

too much or too little. This was the case when we put restrictions in 

place in the beginning. The survey did show that although the major-

ity of church members supported the decisions that the consistory 

had made, there were those that felt the church was being too strict, 

or that the church was being too lax in its protection measures. This 

was always going to be the case. As I told the consistory members sev-

eral times, this is the sort of issue that no matter what is decided, cer-

tain people in the church will not be happy.  

                       (cont. on page 5) 
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Happy Easter! Allelujah! 
Jesus Christ, He lives! 

Serve Him to receive salvation; 

Eternal life he gives! 

By Joanna Fuchs  
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MilitaryMilitaryMilitaryMilitary::::      

Pray for our military and their 
family and friends. 
 
Military families that are left  
         behind  
Our many veterans 
Adam, Gail and Stuart Wells’ grand-

son, stationed in Minot ND. 
Alex Deal, U.S. Navy 
Dan, son-in-law of Brett & Kendal 

Landrum 
Cody 
Matt 
Todd & Jane 
Matt & Alisha 
 
 
 

   

To the family of Sally June Landrum, Brett’s 

mother, d. 3/5 

 

To the family of Mary Elizabeth (Hawkins) 

Struewing, c. 3/3 —Keith Hawkins’ aunt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CARD MINISTRY 
Let Shirley Nelson know about those with 
physical or emotional needs who would 
appreciate a card. A card will be placed on 
the table at the front of the sanctuary for 
all to sign. 

“Your signatures are  
priceless.” 

 

Would you like to be included in the email 

prayer chain?  Please let Jeannette know your 

email address so I can send you the prayer 

requests.  Thanks for sharing your prayer time 

with those who need you.  jpapajcik@aol.com . 

Prayer List 

 

Please review the Prayer List on page 3 

and tell Bob or Ruth if there are names to 

remove. 
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Amelia O’Dowd, Pastor Brian’s wife 

Agnes, back pain, fall 

Angie, colon cancer—Tammy’s friend 

Anna, brain tumor—Sheila Kwest 

Austin Puckett 

Barb, brain cyst—Nelson 

Beth, John’s sister 

Bill, Aaron’s father, Hospice 

Bob, Barb Hawkins’ brother 

Bob and Barb Penrod 

Bob C., surgery—Kristin 

Brenda, cancer. chemo—BeBe 

Brenda, sepsis—Sherry 

Brittany Hawkins’ father—terminal cancer 

Carol, cancer—Alice 

Cathy, Stage 4 cancer—Hawker 

Charmayne’s mother and sister; daughter-in-law 

Chris, heart attack—Brian B. 

Dana Clausing, cancer 

David, Linda, Denise—Linda R. 

Dave, prostate—Alan’s cousin 

Dave, bladder cancer 

Debbie, cancer—Nelson 

Diane’s father, Covid—Amelia 

Don P., Vienna Springs rehab, radiation/chemo 

Donna Lee Collins—Susan 

Elizabeth’s father-in-law, Hospice 

Forest, disc—Penrod 

Gary, Shirley’s brother 

Gary Stevens, 30 radiation treatments 

Guiness, dog, cancer—Pastor Brian & Amelia 

Hunter, heart—Barb H. 

Iona Walley—BeBe 

Isabella, concussion—Pat’s granddaughter 

Jamie, blood clot in leg—Hawker 

Jeff, cancer—Arlis’ son-in-law 

Jeff, brain tumor growing—Tom R. 

Jim Jones, liver cancer, surgery 

John, cancer—Bob Willhelm’s/Carol Landing’s 

brother 

Joy, breast cancer—Shirley 

Joy, colon—Barb P. 

Julia, cancer—Nelsons 

Ken, advanced cancer—Linda R. 

Kim: mother’s cervical cancer 

Linda Frick—Saddlers 

Margaret Sweeney, stroke—Karen B’s cousin 

Mark Rauls,  heart & kidney, flu-like condition.   

Mary Jo—breast & lung cancer 

Neiman, cancer   

 

Paul, blood clots                                           

Pastor Brian—hip surgery recovery 

Patty Adams, Hospice 

Patty Harshman—Alan 

Patty Wieland, heart, blood clot in lung 

Peggy— BeBe 

Peggy H., breathing—Susan 

Paula, kidney trouble—Nelson 

Rae, cancer treatment—Carol L. 

Randy—brain tumor  

Rhett Carr, bone marrow transplant 

Richard Taylor, stroke—Sherry 

Rob, aortic aneurism 

Robert & Larry, Covid 

Robin, stem cell 

Rochell Farr, Covid—Blinda 

Roger, Covid—Alan’s friend 

Ruth Osborn—Friends Care Center 

Ryann Hawkins’ mother 

Sabina, in Germany, knee—BeBe 

Sandy, spinal surgery—Jeri H. 

Sandy—hospice—Linda R. 

Sarah, BeBe’s sister 

Sherry & Randy (Covid), sequestered 

Sherry & Dale—BeBe 

Steve—ALS—Bob Willhelm’s friend 

Stephanie, COPD 

Stephanie, colon—Penrods’ grand-

daughter 

Sue Daniel, stroke 

Tanya, brain tumors—Tom R. 

Theresa, heart—Hawkins 

Tim Davis, cardio & Charmayne 

Tim Pfaff-heart transplant recovery 

Tina, lungs—Shirley 

Tom Kwest and Sheila 

Tony, heart—Baumbargers’ b-in-law 

Travis, Drew, Ethan, Emmy—Covid 

Yasmin, Covid 

Yvonne and Jane—Linda’s friends 

Vi Matyas 

Wendy, double-lung transplant 

The names on the prayer list will re-
main for two or three months or until 
the crisis has passed. Then they’ll be 

removed to make room for others’ 
needs. Please let Jeannette know if the 

person still needs prayer. 
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Communion  April 3 

Scripture 
Isaiah 43:16-21 
John 12:1-8 

Usher/Greeter  

Lay Reader Gail Wells 

Altar Flowers Anonymous 

Children’s Bible 
Study:   
Brittany  King 
 

Young Learners 
Sarah Hogan 
 

 
Nursery: 
Hayden Rauls 
  
 

Easter Communion April 17 

Scripture 
Acts 10:34-43 
John 20:1-18 

Usher/Greeter  

Lay Reader  

Altar Flowers  

Children’s Bible 
Study:  
Brittany King 
 

Young Learners 
Sarah Hogan 
 

Nursery: 
Hayden Rauls 
 

 Palm Sunday April 10 

Scripture 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

Luke 19:28-40                                   

Usher/Greeter  

Lay Reader  

Altar Flowers Bill & Karen Barger 

Children’s Bible 
Study:  
Brittany King 
 

Young Learners 
Sarah Hogan 
 

 
Nursery: 
Hayden Rauls 
  

 

April 24 

Scripture  
Acts 5:27-32 
John 20:19-31 

Usher/Greeter  

Lay Reader  

Altar Flowers 
Brian & Melissa Baumbarger, 

daughter Becky Armstrong’s birth-
day 

Children’s Bible 
Study:  
Brittany King 
 

Young Learners: 
Sarah Hogan 
 

Nursery: 
Hayden Rauls 
 

Communion May 1 

Scripture  

Usher/Greeter  

Lay Reader  

Altar Flowers  

Children’s Bible 
Study:  
Brittany King 
 

Young Learners 
Sarah Hogan 
 

Nursery: 
Hayden Rauls 
 

 $$Stewardship Record 

Date Offering Attendance 

March  6 $1184 38+FB 

March 13 $2433 48+FB 

March 20 $1719 56+FB 

March  27 $826 47+FB 

   

 

SONKA:  OGHS $348.50 / Ukraine $200 
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(cont. from page 1) 

Also, with 10 consistory members representing differing viewpoints in the church, it is not sur-

prising that the consistory would choose a middle path, trying to balance safety and our usual tra-

ditions. The consistory has also paid close attention to the Ohio Department of Health, and the 

CDC, because even though some do not agree with these institutions, they are in theory supposed 

to be neutral organizations that base their findings on expertise and science. It is a heavy weight to 

make decisions that could possibly be life or death for others, and I believe the consistory has 

prayerfully and diligently done their best job at this. So, for those that have greatly disagreed with 

decisions that were made earlier, or decisions that will be made in the future, I ask that you please 

have patience. It is an incredibly difficult task, and ultimately all of us want the same thing, to be 

able to worship Christ together as a congregation in fullness and safety. Our path there will not be 

the one everyone would have picked, but even if the church is on a different path than you now, I 

would invite you to please join us again when our paths meet again, at the destination we are all 

yearning for. 

 

Peace and Blessings, 

Pastor Brian 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

 

Sunday, April 10th - Palm Sunday Worship Service with Bell Choir 

 

Sunday, April 17th – Easter Sunday 

(8:00 a.m.) Parking lot Sunrise Service with communion. Held in the parking lot and broadcast over the 

radio and by loud speaker, weather permitting. 

(8:45 a.m.) Coffee & Doughnuts downstairs. 

(10:30 a.m.) Worship Service with communion. 

(11:45 a.m.) Easter Egg Hunt 

Easter Egg Hunt 

We will be having an Easter egg hunt on April 17th after the 10:30 Easter service. The event will be 

held outside if the weather permits, and inside if there is bad weather. Please feel free to bring 

plastic eggs with treats in them in the weeks leading up to Easter. They can be left on the island in 

the kitchen downstairs. 

No Easter Lilies This Year: 

 

Usually, prior to the pandemic, we would take Easter Lily orders through Palm Sunday and have 

the lilies for Easter Sunday. Unfortunately, due to low Lily orders during the pandemic many grow-

ers have chosen not to grow lilies this year, and there is a shortage. All of the lilies were already 

sold out from our usual provider by the middle of March, and we could not find another provider 

that could guarantee lilies for us for Easter. So sadly, there will be no Easter lilies from the church 

this year. Next year we might need to place our order much earlier and hope that it is enough to 
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Pastor Brian Returning to Regular Office Hours and Visits: 

 

Pastor Brian would like to thank everyone in the church for their support as he has undergone two 

hip replacements in the beginning of this year. He has been on sick leave during some of this time 

and working from the office and from home as well. Starting in April, Pastor Brian will return to 

regular office hours and resume his regular visiting schedule. 

 

Changes to Covid Safety Guidelines for Beaver Church: 

 

Due to lower infection rates and guidance from the CDC, the Consistory has implemented the fol-

lowing changes to our safety guidelines. 

 

As of March 20th, masks were made optional for church activities. 

Starting on April 3rd, we will sing one full hymn during the service, and we will sing two full 

hymns on Easter Sunday, April 17th. 

Starting on April 3rd, we will have coffee and doughnuts downstairs after church. On Easter Sun-

day the coffee and doughnuts will be at 8:45 am, between our two services. 

On April 3rd and April 17th, we will have regular communion, although there will still be individ-

ual communion kits available for those that choose them. Those that serve communion will 

wear masks, although they are optional for those receiving communion, and communion 

will be given out on a row-by-row basis. 

 

If infection rates continue to remain low or decrease, the Consistory will likely make further 

changes in May removing more restrictions. Between consistory meetings, the Consistory has em-

powered the President of the Consistory and the Pastor to consult and add safety restrictions back 

if there is a need, such as a sudden spike in infections. 
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