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THE PASTOR’S PEACE
Well, it’s done! I’m talking of course about the manymonths-long construction project to replace the roof, trusses,
and ceiling. The last contractor finished her work on the mural
this week, and the general contractor finished the one small
thing they had left to do. At this point the project is finished and
we can start to move items like the cross and sound system back
into the sanctuary. Speaking of which, we are organizing a
church work day on April 17th to help get the sanctuary completely setup. There is more information about the work day in
the newsletter. It is hard to believe that the project is complete
and that it really went just as planned. God is good indeed!
This is the thing about long and difficult tasks. They are
so challenging sometimes that it is hard to see the end or have
faith that things will turn out ok. Sometimes in life we look to
see the light at the end of the tunnel, but see only darkness in
our future. Such a daunting feeling is appropriate as we look at
Holy Week and we transition from Good Friday to Easter Sunday. As Christ was convicted and sentenced to death, as he carried the cross to what would be the location of his execution, I’m
sure very little hope was to be seen. People saw no light, no better future, no good end to the gruesome scene playing out before
them. As we know, however, the cross was not the end, but indeed the beginning of something new.
The glory of Easter Sunday is lessened without consideration for the cross and the great struggle that led to it. Easter is an
example of God’s power and love, but also it is an example of the
arc of God’s story that leads to salvation and beauty no matter
the journey. Ultimately, the Easter story is one of hope fulfilled,
and one that can inspire us to hope no matter the situation. Regardless of our difficulties, even if they ultimately lead to death,
they are not the end, for we have life eternal through Christ, forever and always. God is good indeed! Our challenge of construction is ending, and I hope that over the next several months that
our challenge of the pandemic will also be coming to a close.
Only time will tell exactly how long it will be, but I have confidence that at some point we will all be able to celebrate God in
this congregation together, and in person, as we have for over
200 years. God is good indeed!
Peace and Easter Blessings,
Pastor Brian
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Prayer List
Military:
Pray for our military and their
family and friends.
 Military families that are left

behind
 Our many veterans
 Adam, Gail and Stuart Wells’ grandson, stationed in Minot ND.
 Alex Deal, U.S. Navy
 Dan, son-in-law of Brett & Kendal
Landrum
 Cody
 Matt, 6 months in Afghanistan
 Tom Wells, National Guard, southern
border of U.S.—medical leave

To the family of Charles Golden, friend of
Stuart Wells.
To the family of Evelyn, Linda’s mother.
To the family of Josh.
To the family of Janelle Duntz, d. 3/11
To the family of Sarah Jane Bailey, friend of
Elmer & Elinora Smith, d. 1/22

CARD MINISTRY
Let Shirley Nelson know about those with
physical or emotional needs who would
appreciate a card. A card will be placed on
the table at the front of the sanctuary for
all to sign.
“Your signatures are
priceless.”

Would you like to be included in the email
prayer chain? Please let Jeannette know your
email address so I can send you the prayer
requests. Thanks for sharing your prayer time
with those who need you. jpapajcik@aol.com .

Prayer List
Please review the Prayer List on page 3
and tell Bob or Ruth if there are names to
remove.

Joys and Concerns
We will be continuing our joys and concerns during our 10:30am online service and our
9:00am drive-in service. To be included each week, please email your joys and concerns
to Pastor Brian at PastorBrian@Beaverucc.org before each Sunday. There is also the ability to add joys and concerns during the services; however, emailing them in advance is
preferred.
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Prayer List
Amelia O’Dowd, Pastor Brian’s wife
Abigail Mundey, Crohns, surgery in 3 months
Alan N., emphysema
Amy, leg amputation; Lupus—Jeri
Anita, brain cancer and surgery—Judy H.
Anna, rehab—nursing home—Sheila
Aunt Lillian, pneumonia—Lisa R.
Aunt Mary Elizabeth fell—Keith Hawkins
Austin Puckett
Barb Hawkins, recovering from Covid
Betty King, Covid-19—BeBe
Billy Joe, skin cancer—Barb’s cousin
Bob and Barb Penrod
Cary George (child), recovering from Covid
Carol Acree, bone cancer surgery—Alic
Charmayne Davis—heart; recovery
Colleen, recovery—better—Sheila
Dave, stroke—Susan
Deanna, leg wound—Pat
Debbie & Lee, heart—Wells
DeeDee, spinal surgery & recovery—Barb H.
Erin, health—Alice
Felicity (child), Covid?—Pastor Brian
Greg, Covid-19, Linda R.
Hunter, heart—Barb H.
Isabel, hospital—Anna L.
Jay Anders, Covid-19
Jeff, brain tumor growing—Tom R.
Jill, breast cancer and surgery—Tom R.
Jim Coke, hospital—Alan
Joanna--Covid-19—Jim & Jeri Hawker
Joy, breast cancer—Shirley
Josh Coldiron, Down’s, health, hospital
Karen, S.C., Covid-19—Karen B.
Kateri & husband, Covid-19—Annette
Kay Winston, Covid-19—Amelia
Jeff Martin—Parkinsons & Covid-19 —Martha
Larry, pneumonia, Covid-19—Brian
Laura, double mastectomy—Jean H.
Laura’s parents, Covid-19
Lewis Paine, ICU—Karen B.
Liz & Molly, Covid-19—Janice
Marie & Charley, medical concerns—Stuart
Marcia, cancer treatment—Janice
Mark, Lindsey L.’s uncle—brain tumor
Marla, cancer—Tom R.
Martha S.—lung cancer; recovery from pneumonia—doing better
Matt, Covid-19—BeBe
Milt & Gene, Covid-19
Mrs. Rice, broken arm—Doug’s mother


Pastor Brian—osteo-arthritis, hips
Patti Adams, esophageal tumor—
Carol L
Patty Wieland, broken leg
Paula, kidney trouble—Nelson
Peach Hawkins—home, recovering
Phyllis, Covid-19 , seizure—Pat
Rae, cancer treatment—Carol L.
Randy—brain tumor
Rob, aortic aneurism
Ron, surgery—Alice
Robin, stem cell
Rosalie, broken femur
Ruth Osborn—Friends Care Center
Sally, stroke—Bernie’s sister
Sally Landrum, dementia
Sandy, spinal surgery—Jeri H.
Sandy—hospice—Linda R.
Sharon, neck issues—Alan Nelson
Sherry & Dale—BeBe
Sherry Stevens, vertigo
Sophomore boy at B-creek—cancer
Steve—ALS—Bob Willhelm’s friend
Steph, pneumonia and Covid-19
Steve—Shirley’s brother
Susan—Covid-19—Hillary
Chris, Brad & Lori, Barbara—Covid19—Penrod
Tim Pfaff—needs heart transplant
Tim, surgery—Janice
Tina, lungs—Shirley
Tom, vertigo—Wells’ grandson
Tom—Nelsons’ brother-in-law
Tony, heart—Baumbargers’ b-in-law
Yvonne and Jane—Linda’s friends
Vicky, Pam, Tammy, Peggy—BeBe
Wendy, COPD—Shirley’s cousin
Weston, 5-month-old—bone marrow
cancer—Susan

The names on the prayer list will remain for two or three months or until
the crisis has passed. Then they’ll be
removed to make room for others’
needs. Please let Jeannette know if the
person still needs prayer.
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Church Service List
April 11
Acts 4:32-35
John 20:19-31

Communion April 4 Easter
Scripture

Acts 10:34-43
John 20:1-18

Scripture
Usher/Greeter

Usher/Greeter
Lay Reader
Lay Reader
Altar Flowers
Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Alan & Shirley Nelson in honor of
grandson Ethan’s 14th birthday
and grandson Harold’s 21st
Young Learners
Sarah Hogan

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls

Altar Flowers

Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Acts 3:12-19
Luke 24:36-48

Acts 4:5-12
John 10:11-18

Scripture

Lay Reader

Lay Reader

Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls

Usher/Greeter

Usher/Greeter

Altar Flowers

Young Learners
Sarah Hogan

April 25

April 18
Scripture

Bill & Carolyn Conner

Ed & Jenny Rauch in celebration
of Spring
Young Learners
Sarah Hogan

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls

Altar Flowers
Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Jeannette Papajcik in memory of
Bob Papajcik
Young Learners:
Sarah Hogan

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls

$$Stewardship Record
Communion May 2
Scripture

Acts 8:26-40
John 15:1-8

Usher/Greeter

Date

Offering

Attendance

March 7

$4735

On-line

March 14
March 21

$2115
$985

On-line

March 28

$1730

On-line

On-line

Lay Reader
Altar Flowers
Children’s Bible
Study:
Brittany King

Young Learners
Sarah Hogan

Nursery:
Hayden Rauls

One Great Hour of Sharing $175.00
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Church News and Events
Easter Sunday Service: April 4th 10:30am
Because of the construction project and the pandemic, we have had to change our Lenten
and Easter practices at the church. We will not be having a Maundy Thursday service this year and
we will have only one service on Easter Sunday. It was decided by the consistory that the best thing
to do was not to have the Easter service indoors. This is for several reasons. Instead, we will be doing something similar to what we did for Christmas Eve. We will have a drive-in service at 10:30am
which will be broadcast over the radio in the parking lot, so people can stay in their cars to listen.
The service will also be simultaneously broadcast over Facebook Live, so that people can watch at
home live, or later if they wish. In case of rain, the drive-in service will be canceled and we will have
only the Facebook Live service.

Plaque dedication honoring gifts given in honor or memory
Last year the church was facing a monumental task of having to pay for a needed repair to
the sanctuary that was going to cost over $250,000. Fortunately, we were able to make an insurance
claim to pay for a portion of the project, and we have been given many generous donations by
church members and others totaling over $101,000. We are now at the point where we have raised
all needed funds for the project. Any future gifts given for the project will be used to replenish the
church’s maintenance fund, which was depleted to help pay for the project. Many of the donations
we received were given in honor or memory of another person or couple. The consistory has decided to make a special dedication in the form of a plaque with the names listed of those honored
and memorialized. If you would like to add a person or a couple to this list for your donation, please
contact either Pastor Brian or Melissa Baumbarger with this information. Any donation of any
amount or even donations of work qualify you to have someone added to this list. If you haven’t yet
made a donation, but plan to and want to have a person listed, you can still do so, as we will be collecting these names for some time yet. We will eventually publish a list of the names in advance to
make sure we have everyone listed before we have the plaque made.

Sanctuary Work Day: April 17th 10:00am – 2:00pm
We will be getting the sanctuary ready to use again for future services by having a work day on Saturday April 17th from 10:00am to 2:00pm. Feel free to drop in anytime during that period to help.
We are asking, because of the pandemic and the length of time we will be working together, that all
volunteers for the event be vaccinated and bring a mask to wear. We would also ask that if you have
tools such as cordless drills and paint brushes that you bring those as well.

Front Steps Work Day: Saturday April 24th 9:00am
Our front steps need to have the plywood and carpet coverings replaced due to the plywood
no longer being sealed against water. We will be working on this project over several
phases. The first phase will involve removing the old plywood and carpet, and patching any
large holes made in the process. We will be showing up at 9:00am on Saturday the 24th of April to
work on this. Because of the closeness with which we will have to work, we are asking that all volunteers for this project be vaccinated and bring a mask to wear. We would also ask that you bring
gloves, crowbars, cordless drills, circular saws, grinders, large hammers, and claw hammers if you
have them. In the case of rain we will reschedule for another Saturday.
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Church News and Events
Prayer, by Jeannette Papajcik
Prayer – what is it? Time to talk to God. Does it work? Yes. How do I know that it works? It
always works. Are you sure it works? Absolutely. When should I pray? Anytime – All the time.
Even when I’m in the shower? Of course. God already knows what you look like. He already knows
you are perfect. Even when I’m driving? Sure. Just make sure you are driving carefully while you
are praying. Even if I don’t get on my knees beside my bed? You, bet. Some of us just can’t get on
our knees anymore – that’s a good reason to talk to God and remind Him of how hard it is to get in
that position, again. But, don’t forget to thank Him that you are still able to tell Him about it. What
about before meals? Always a good time. We are blessed to have food – many do not. That’s a good
prayer – thank Him and ask for the same for others. How do I know if He’s listening? He always listens. ALWAYS!! How do I know if He will answer my prayers? He answers every prayer. Sometimes
we don’t like His answers – like when our spouse, or siblings, or parents or best friends die or even
our pets. I ask for them to be healed – and He healed them. He took them to live with Him and they
no longer have pain. But, I wanted them to be healed to stay with me. He is in control – He knows
what is best – He knows when it’s time for them to be with Him. He needs them more than we know
and understand. Their mission here on earth is finished. Are you sure He knows what’s best? There
is a lot of bad happening. Yes, but, there is also a lot of good. Families are closer together, we’ve
learned how to live and love in new ways. We have learned that we still have a lot to learn. Part of
that learning is to become closer to God – learn to trust Him – learn to trust IN Him, learn to love Him
more – more than you ever thought you could. He is there for you, me – everyone. Do prayers
work? Yes, without question!!! Ask me about my miracles through prayer. They are pretty profound and edifying. Let us all pray together. Don’t forget to thank Him. God is listening. Prayer –
what is it? Love – talk to God – He’ll tell you all about it. Then it is your turn to listen.
Would you like to be a part of our prayer chain? Pastor Brian always sends notes to all of us
when someone is in need of prayer. Our prayers are also connected with our card ministry, our
prayer list in our newsletters and our prayer chain. We all go to God in different ways. If one of
those ways is with us on the prayer chain, please let Pastor Brian or Jeannette know and we will
gladly add your name to the list.
What is the prayer chain? It is people who are willing to pray, in the presence of God, for
anyone who has special needs, concerns, hurts, pain, anything. An email with the person or an unspoken request will be sent to everyone on the prayer chain. You pray on your own, anytime, all the
time, whenever and as often as you can. There are no meetings, no time restraints, no right or
wrong way or place to pray. It’s all between you and God. Blessings happen. Prayers are answered.
That’s all, that’s it! Amen.

Pastor on Vacation between April 5th and April 14th
Pastor Brian will be taking vacation from 4/5 to 4/14. If you need to speak with him due to an
emergency, please call him at (937) 469-1383.

Sunday April 11th: Question Sunday / 10:30am service only
On Sunday April 11th we will be having the 10:30am service on Facebook only; there will be no
9:00am drive-in service that Sunday. Pastor Brian will be leading the service from a remote location while taking vacation. As such, the service will be a bit shorter than usual, and we will not have
hymns for that Sunday either. It will also be a “Question Sunday”, so please get your questions
ready now.
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Church News and Events
Spring Break 2021 and Beyond

By Cynthia Sheppard Solomon

Yes, it has been a long 12 months. Way too long….. so much heartache and so many struggles.
Loss of jobs, loss of loved ones, loss of normalcy, and loss of our sense of self, in many cases. Now,
with the long lines at Irish Pubs to celebrate St Patty’s Day, and the many groups, often maskless or
not following distancing guidelines celebrating spring break, the stage is being set for a longer pandemic than absolutely necessary. Just because a friend is violating one of these protections, does
everyone have to?
My colleagues have told numerous stories about their very ill patients’ speaking about their
regrets. Time and again, almost shift after shift, before patients are too ill to speak for themselves,
they share that they did not know COVID-19 was so bad. They wish they had worn a mask over their
nose and mouth when they could have, but now they have this horrible illness. Often you can see the
heartache in their eyes, and feel the hurt in their hearts.
The medical experts may be helping create some confusion, with new guidelines on spatial
distancing for school kids, and excitement of increased numbers of vaccinations given. But, make no
mistake, we are not yet clear of the pandemic heartache, as much as we all want to be.
At this writing, we are on the cusp of a fourth surge in this country, increasing new cases in more
than 12 states, due in part to the dropping of state masking mandates and the dominance of new
variant strains of virus being created. With continued spatial distancing and masking, and staying
out of large crowds, we can truly cut down on the opportunity for success of those new variants creating havoc. These issues go hand in hand.
No matter what each city or state mandates, the science suggests we will succeed in reducing
the length of time this pandemic endures by following barrier methods of protection while more
citizens get vaccinated. Remember, we are only at about 20 percent of our citizens having received
one vaccination, and about 12 percent having received both shots. Getting vaccinated with any of
three available vaccines will reduce severe disease, reduce hospitalizations and reduce death rates.
If you can get any of the three, do it when your time comes. As of this writing, Ohio is moving into
vaccinating those 40 years old and above, those with lung disease, heart disease, obesity, and diabetes. And, shortly those under 40, down to the age of 16 (Pfizer vaccine allows 16 year olds access)
will be able to receive vaccinations. It requires us to have a bit more patience. Trying to stay the
course will pay off for all of us. It is about more than ourselves. It is about the benefit to our society.
Continue to seek vaccine appointments at Walmart, Discount Drug Mart, Krogers, CVS, Walgreens,
Meijers, county public health departments, Premier Health and Kettering Health Network. Your
Council on Aging (Greene County 937-376-5486 or Montgomery County 937-341-3000) can assist
with homebound patients requiring vaccination.
Please pray for everyone to find patience to wait this out a few more months. It is easy to say
and hard to do, but it will save lives.

Social Hour Zoom Meeting moving to Wednesdays
Our regular social hour Zoom meetings that have been happening every Tuesday will be taking a
break and moving days. Our last regular Social Hour Zoom meeting will be on Tuesday March 30th at
7pm. After that our next Zoom meeting will be on Wednesday April 14th at 7pm. Information will be
sent out over email the day of as usual. After April 11th, we will continue to meet every Wednesday
night except for the 4th Wednesday of each month, where we will take a one week break each
month.
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Church News and Events
A Gentle Answer: Our 'Secret Weapon' in an Age of Us Against Them
We will have a new book study that will be four weeks in length on Tuesday evenings, starting on Tuesday April 20th, and ending on Tuesday May 11th. We will meet all nights at 7PM over
Zoom, and the information for the Zoom meeting will be sent out via the all church email list each
Thursday. The book we are reading is A Gentle Answer: Our 'Secret Weapon' in an Age of Us Against
Them by Scott Sauls. It is available from Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and many major booksellers. The
ISBN number is (1400216559).
“In a defensive and divided era, how can followers of Jesus reveal a better way of living, one
that loves others as God loves us? How can Christians be the kind of people who are known, as Proverbs puts it, to "turn away wrath?" Scott Sauls's compelling new book shows Christians how to become people of "a gentle answer" in a politically, relationally, and culturally fractured world by
helping readers:
- grow in affection for Christ, who answers our hostility with gentleness;
- nurture a renewed, softened heart in light of Christ's gentleness toward us;
- and catch a vision to forsake us-against-them mentalities, put down our swords, and "infect" a hostile world with gentleness.”
Blessings, Pastor Brian
April 20th – Introduction, Chapters 1-2
April 27th – Chapters 3-4
th
May 11 – Chapters 7-8

May 4th – Chapters 5-6

Church Directory with Pictures
Several people have asked for a church directory with pictures. Shortly after we start worshipping in the sanctuary again, we will start taking family pictures for the directory. We hope to
have the picture directory ready this summer.
Have you moved during the last year, or changed your phone number or email address? We
are updating the church directory information now. Please send your new contact information to
Alice at aclausing843@gmail.com, or write the information on a card and drop it in the offering basket. If you have a family picture for the directory, please include it in your email. You can pick up an
early version of the directory, without pictures, starting on the Sunday when we re-dedicate the
sanctuary.

Church Scholarship
It is that time of the year again for us to receive applications for the church scholarship. If you are a
graduating high school senior and wish to apply, you can request an application from Pastor Brian.
The due date for the application is May 30th.
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Sunday

4 Easter
10:30 Drive-in/
Facebook Svc &
Communion
11 Question Sunday

5

Monday

12

26 Make this a
great Monday!

19

6

Thursday
1 Maundy
Thursday

8

9

2

Good Friday

Friday

April 2021
Wednesday

7

14

29

22 Earth Day

15

30

23

Need a lift?
Read John 3:16!

16

Pastor Brian on Vacation 4-5—4/14/2021

Tuesday

13

7 pm Social
Hour on Zoom

7 pm Social
Hour on Zoom

21

7 pm Book
Study on Zoom

7 pm
Consistory
on Zoom

28

7 pm Book
Study on Zoom

27

20

Pastor Brian on Vacation 4-5—4/14/2021
10:30 Facebook
Service
18 9:00 Drive-in
Worship
10:30 Facebook
Service
25 9:00 Drive-in
Worship
10:30 Facebook
Service

3

10 am
Sanctuary
Work Day

Saturday

10

17

24

Beaver
United
Church of
Christ

Dayton—
1960 Dayton—
Xenia Rd.
Beavercreek,
OH 45434
937426937426-5602
Pastor Brian
Eastman
937469-1383
937469_____________
CHILD CARE
is available
during worship
services for ages
infant to
kindergarten.

Day—Repair Beaver Church is
wheelchair
Front Steps
accessible with
elevators. We
also have sound
Please pray for devices for those
our service men with hearing
impairments.
and women.
Ask any time.

9 am Work
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